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Overview

When	the	lockdown	was	announced	earlier	this	year,	it	came	along	with	multiple	uncertainties	of	health,	livelihood,	

�inances,	mental	and	emotional	wellbeing.	Any	prospect	of	tomorrow	became	vague,	for	we	had	no	examples	from	

recent	history	and	memory	where	something	like	COVID	19	had	happened.	While	the	world	was	trying	to	make	sense	

of	 the	 new	 realities,	 certain	 areas	 of	 concern	were	 resolved	 just	 by	 the	 ability	 of	 being	 human.	 Charity	 groups,	

voluntary	organisations,	and	concerned	individuals	quickly	offered	whatever	was	needed	to	overcome	the	crisis.

Muslim	 charity	 groups,	 help	 organisations,	 and	 individuals	 also	 participated	 generously,	 ensuring	 the	 poor	 are	

attended,	stranded	are	provided	with	food,	water,	and	other	essentials.	This	was	reported	widely	by	the	national	and	

regional	media.	This	booklet	tries	explicitly	to	bring	to	fore	contributions	of	the	Muslim	community	through	the	COVID	

19	crisis.	Apart	from	the	descriptive	details	of	the	charity	work	undertaken	by	the	Muslim	community,	this	booklet	

also	takes	our	attention	to	the	concept	of	charity	for	Muslims	and	how	it	should	be	understood	in	the	current	socio-

political	situation.

Islam	ordains	followers	to	help	those	in	need.	Quran	and	Hadith	are	proliferated	with	examples	of	charity	that	Muslims	

are	required	to	oblige.	However,	the	concept	of	charity	is	to	be	understood	beyond	the	requirements	of	quantitative	

data	as	x	kgs	of	ration	and	food	packets	were	distributed.	It	is	crucial	to	comprehend	charity	through	the	sociological	

lens	and	understanding	how	the	idea	of	charity	stretches	on	the	notion	of	reciprocity,	solidarity,	and	equality.

Firstly,	the	central	value	that	charity	establishes	is	the	social	protocol	of	how	Muslims	are	supposed	to	bring	in	a	

standard	prescription	of	relating	to	other	human	beings,	with	or	without	a	crisis	in	sight.	Secondly,	the	idea	of	charity	is	

an	obligation	that	has	to	be	met	out,	because	all	the	wealth	in	the	�irst	place	has	been	provided	by	the	creator.	So,	in	

principle,	the	relationship	devised	by	the	act	of	charity	is	between	equals,	where	an	individual	feels	the	pain	of	the	

other	individual	and	readily	parts	away	with	a	portion	of	his	wealth.	Someone	who	is	a	taker	of	charity	today	could	be	a	

giver	in	some	years,	further	strengthening	the	idea	of	equality.

Any	charity	work	is	an	act	of	kindness	by	an	individual/organization	towards	the	fellow	human	being	and	should	

ideally	 be	 above	 any	 classi�ication.	However,	 the	 charity	 efforts	made	by	 the	Muslim	 charitable	 institutions	 and	

individuals	need	to	be	contextualised	in	the	current	social	and	political	situation	of	the	country.	Initially,	as	the	vested	

interests	tried	to	communalise	the	pandemic,	a	simple	effort	of	offering	food	or	water	on	the	roadside	was	a	response	

against	the	propaganda	that	was	being	brewed	on	the	TV	channels.	Through	this	act	of	charity,	the	Muslim	community	

subtly	showed	the	world	that	they	are	guided	only	by	humanity	and	love	for	fellow	citizens.	They	are	equal	sons	of	the	

soil	and	would	stand	by	the	nation	in	every	situation.

IMPAR	salutes	the	dedication	of	organisations	and	individuals	who	came	forward	in	these	testing	times.

Hunger Pangs of a Pandemic
Have	you	ever	been	hungry?		Not	the	usual	hunger,	we	feel	between	the	meals	but	the	kind	that	pinches	the	stomach	

when	you	are	stranded	and	you	know	food	is	not	available.	Many	people	lived	through	this	horror	during	the	COVID	19	

pandemic,	and	many	more	were	determined	not	to	let	anyone	go	hungry.	Here	we	pro�ile	some	organisations	and	

individuals	who	tried	to	�ill	the	stomachs	with	food	and	hearts	with	hope	of	this	will	pass	soon.	

In	Lucknow	,Wahid	Biryani	famous	for	the	Awadhi	cuisine	turned	vegetarian	for	a	noble	cause	to	feed	thousands	of	

migrants	passing	through	Lucknow	in	the	COVID	19	lockdown,.

The	 tagline	 they	 used	was	 AdabkeSheher	 se	 koi	 bhookanahijaayega	 (No	 one	will	 leave	 Lucknow	—	 the	 city	 of	

etiquettes	—	hungry).	

The	 popular	 eatery	 has	 been	

feeding	over	1,500	migrants	every	

day	The	platter	includes	allthings	

vegetarian,	from	Navratan	biryani,	

to	 veg	 kebabs,	 bun	 makkhan,	

biscuits,	sharbat,	and	milk.	

https://www.thequint.com/amp

/story/news%2Findia%2Fhow-

lucknow-famous-wahid-biryani-

feeding-veg-to-migrants-daily-

coronavirus-lockdown-uttar-

pradesh
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Popular	 restaurant	 Al	

Jawahar 	 near 	 Jama	

M a j i d 	 D e l h i 	 i s	

d i s t r ibu t ing 	 re l i e f	

p a c k a g e s 	 i n	

n e i g h b o u r h o o d s	

containing	 essentials	

like	 dal,	 rice,	 �lour,	 a	

bottle	 of	 oil	 and	 salt.	

Locals	and	daily	wagers	

were	 provided	 these	

packages.	 The	 team	 at	

Al-Jawahar	 contacted	

the 	 commi t tees 	 o f	

respective	 localities	

ident i fy 	 the 	 needy	

h o u s e h o l d s 	 a n d	

ma in t a i n ed 	 s o c i a l	

distancing	by	providing	

the	 food	 kits	 at	 the	

doorstep.

Residents	of	Matia	Mahal	also	came	together	to	feed	two	meals	a	day	to	needy.	They	feed	the	migrants	and	labourers	in	

a	small	ground	near	Jama	Masjid	twice	at	1	pm	and	8	pm.

Picture	Courtesy:Twitter	Handle/Helping	HandsPicture	Courtesy:Twitter	Handle/Helping	HandsPicture	Courtesy:Twitter	Handle/Helping	Hands

Helping	Hands	Foundation	at	work	across	various	states.	They	launched	a	successful	campaign	Pledge	your	Eid	to	

help	the	needy.	



Mission	Milk	started	by	Bangalore-based	cousins	Zeeshan	Javid,	

Zu�ishan	 Pasha	 and	 Shehzar	 Sheriff	 provided	 milk	 to	

underprivileged	children	across	the	city.	Milk	is	one	of	the	most	

important	products	for	children	and	babies	to	consume,	but	there	

is	a	severe	lack	of	it,	even	in	ration	kits.	This	initiative	aimed	to	

resolve	that	gap.

The	entire	team	wears	appropriate	protective	equipment	while	

going	to	give	the	milk	to	families	door-to-door,	so	as	to	maintain	

social	distancing	and	protect	themselves	and	the	people	around	

them	from	further	spread	of	the	virus.

https://www.karvaanindia.com/2020/05/17/mission-milk-

providing-milk-to-underprivileged-children-in-bangalore/ Pic	Source:edexlive.comPic	Source:edexlive.comPic	Source:edexlive.com
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Helping	hands	foundation	and	Jamaat-e-Islami	Hind	joined	hands	in	Jaipur	to	distribute	food	packets	amongst	the	

migrants.

https://www.etvbharat.com/urdu/national/city/jaipur/helping-hand-foundation-and-jamaat-islami-distributed-

food-packets/na20200526110148671

AfrozeShah,a	Mumbai	based	 lawyer	 famous	 	 for	spear-

heading	 the	 Versova	 beach	 clean	 up	 is	 preparing	 50	

home-cooked	 meals	 for	 lunch	 and	 50	 for	 dinner.	 He	

believes	the	bulk	meals	lot	of	times	get	wasted	because	no	

personalised	attention	is	paid	to	cooking	.Afroze	ensures	

the	food	is	distributed	according	to	the	social	distancing	

guidelines.

Bidar	District	Administration	has	done	a	very	good	work	

by	providing	'Eid	Gift	Kit'	to	6000	families	of	Containment	

Area.	 Special	 thanks	 to	 Deputy	 Commissioner	 Dr.	 HR	

Mahadev.	Dr.	Abdul	Qadeer	(Chairman,	Shaheen	Group)	

facilitated	 this	 noble	 cause	 by	 providing	 staff,	 vehicles	

and	premises.

https://www.karvaanindia.com/2020/05/17/mission-milk-providing-milk-to-underprivileged-children-in-bangalore/
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JIH	Markaz	Amroha	standing	with	the	nation	in	the	times	of	Pandemic

Photo	credits:Twitter	page	JIH	Markaz	AmrohaPhoto	credits:Twitter	page	JIH	Markaz	AmrohaPhoto	credits:Twitter	page	JIH	Markaz	Amroha

Distribution	Drive	at	Amravati	Railway	Station

Fetching	water	for	the	thirsty	at	Sai	Takia	in	Uttar	Pradesh





Syeda	Nargis	Parveen	has	been	sel�lessly	cooking	two	times	meals	for	400	people	every	day	since	the	lockdown	on	

22nd	March.The	food	distribution	under	the	banner	“Koi	Bhookanasoay”	(Let	no	one	go	to	bed	hungry)	 is	being	

funded		by	Deoband	Abna-e-Madaris	Welfare	Educational	Trust	(DAMWET)	and	Deoband	Islamic	Academy	(DIA)	and	

is	targeted	at	stranded	students,	daily	wagers	and	other	needy	people	in	the	town.

Team	of	volunteers	distributing	ration	kits	

in	Mumbai.

Mahmood	 Anwar	 	 PhD	 scholar	 at	 the		

Faculty	of	Engineering	&	Technology,	Jamia	

Millia	Islamia	doing	relief	distribution	work	

at	 Delhi.The	 team	 largely	 works	 on	 the	

funds	collected	from	friends	and	family.	



Helping	Hands	for	Relief	and	Development	combining	its	Covid	19	and	Super	Cyclone	Amphan	relief	work.

Syed	Amjad	and	his	family	have	been	feeding	180	lorry	drivers	and	cleaners	in	Sadashivpet,Telangana.

Rayees	Ahmed	Lali's	food	distribution	campaign	from	Shalimar	Garden	Sahibabad	Ghaziabad.



Human	Care	welfare	society	from	Aara	carrying	on	the	relief	
distribution	work.

Khidmat	-e-Insaniyat	Foundation	distributing	menstrual	hygiene	products	during	Covid19	crisis



Ahmad Khan and his group of volunteers helping the needy in Mumbai and Nasik.

Standing with the medicos
Impar	member	 P.A	 Inamdar	 offered	 the	 hall	 measuring	 9000	 sg	 feet	 within	 the	mosque	 inside	 the	 college	 for	
quarantine	facilities.The	hall	can	accommodate	atleast	80	people.Three	meals	a	day,books	for	reading	are	also	being	
offered.



https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/2020/apr/08/city-based-ngos-run-thankqdoc-campaign-
for-ppes-2127576.html
The	Access	foundation	ran	a	crowd-funded	campaign	under	the	banner	#thankQdoc	in	the	two	weeks	to	mobilise	
funds	to	procure	about	500	PPEs.	Access	Foundation	and	the	NGO	Help	Hyderabad	donated	75	PPEs,	150	N-95	Mask,	
100	sanitisers,	1,800	gloves	and	300	triple	layer	maskworth	̀ 2.5	lakh	to	Gandhi	Hospital	till	8th	April	2020

Photo	Courtesy	:	Access	Foundation	Team/Express	News	ServicePhoto	Courtesy	:	Access	Foundation	Team/Express	News	ServicePhoto	Courtesy	:	Access	Foundation	Team/Express	News	Service

Ichalkaranji's	Muslims	put	together	�36	lakh	for	ICU	in	government	hospital.	As	pressure	on	medical	infrastructure	is	
multiplying	in	Maharashtra	with	a	growing	number	of	Covid-19	patients,	Muslims	here	offered	zakat,	the	traditional	
Muslim	charity	tax,	and	Sadaqah	―	voluntary	charity	worth	�36	lakh,	to	start	an	Intensive	Care	Unit	(ICU)	in	the	Indira	
Gandhi	Memorial	(IGM)	civil	hospital.	With	the	donation	from	the	Muslim	community,	a	well-equipped	ICU	with	10	
beds	is	ready	to	facilitate	the	�ight	against	coronavirus	spread.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/2020/apr/08/city-based-ngos-run-thankqdoc-campaign-for-ppes-2127576.html
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https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/eid-in-covid-times-muslims-celebrate-by-donating
-an-icu-to-civil-hospital/article31676625.ece

Two	months	after	the	communal	violence	in	North	East	

Delhi,	Muslim	women	survivors	of	the	violence	engaged	

in	 stitching	 work	 have	 developed	 Personal	 Protective	

Equipment	kits	for	warriors	�ighting	the	battled	against	

Covid19.They	want	these	PPE	kits	given	to	those	who	are	

�ighting	the	virus	on	the	frontline.	

Picture	Courtesy:Karvaan	IndiaPicture	Courtesy:Karvaan	IndiaPicture	Courtesy:Karvaan	India

https://www.karvaanindia.com/2020/04/11/muslim-survivors-of-delhi-violence-develop-ppe-kits-for-
corona-warriors/

Tabrez Khan,resident of Jahangirpuri Delhi donated Plasma with a single thing in mind. His blood will help India recover.

Hundreds	 of	 Tablighi	 Jamaat	 volunteers	 who	

recovered	from	Coronavirus	are	now	queuing	up	in	

different	parts	of	India	to	donate	plasma	for	other	

serious	 patients	 undergoing	 treatment.	 Many	

volunteers	have	already	donated	blood	for	plasma	in	

Delhi,	Gujarat,	Haryana,	and	other	states.	Over	200	

volunteers	have	pledged	to	donate	plasma	in	Delhi

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/eid-in-covid-times-muslims-celebrate-by-donating-an-icu-to-civil-hospital/article31676625.ece
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ImranaSaifi helps sanitise a number of temples, mosques
and gurdwaras in North Delhi amid the coronavirus crisis.

IMPAR	member	Hassan	Bhai	sanitising	his	village	in	Himachal	Pradesh.IMPAR	member	Hassan	Bhai	sanitising	his	village	in	Himachal	Pradesh.IMPAR	member	Hassan	Bhai	sanitising	his	village	in	Himachal	Pradesh.



UzmaSayed Parveen ,a graduate from Lucknow university 
and a social worker sanitising temples temples,shops and 
other establishments in areas like 
Saadatganj,CampbellRoad,Hussainabad in Lucknow

Pic	Courtesy:Hindustan	TimesPic	Courtesy:Hindustan	TimesPic	Courtesy:Hindustan	Times

Volunteer	of	Shaheen	GroupVolunteer	of	Shaheen	Group
sanitizing	the	area.sanitizing	the	area.
Volunteer	of	Shaheen	Group
sanitizing	the	area.

Providing Quarantine Facilities and
Sanitising Voluntarily

Picture	Couteosy:	Times	Now	NewsPicture	Couteosy:	Times	Now	NewsPicture	Couteosy:	Times	Now	News

Muslims	in	many	parts	of	Bengal	opened	mosques	and	madrassas	to	be	used	as	quarantine	facilities.	Qari	

Md	Muslim	Razwi,	imam	of	Jamia	Masjid	Gausia	has	offered	the	third	�loor	of	the	sprawling	Masjid	

building	to	the	Kolkata	municipal	corporation	to	set	up	quarantine	facility	if	the	government	needs	extra	

space.

He	has	also	offered	a	6000sqft	building	and	a	school	too	for	the	same	purpose.	The	mosque,	also	known	

as	Bangali	Masjid	is	in	the	Iron	Gate	area	in	Garden	Reach.	The	mosque	is	shut	for	now,	and	the	Imam	had	

reached	out	to	people	in	the	area	with	a	message	of	oneness,	putting	religious	reservations	on	the	back	

burner.	The	Imam's	proposal	was	accepted	by	all	in	the	community.

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/�ight-against-covid-19-not-humanity-muslims-in-

bengal-open-mosques-madrasas-for-govt-quarantine-facility/590476

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/fight-against-covid-19-not-humanity-muslims-in-bengal-open-mosques-madrasas-for-govt-quarantine-facility/590476
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The Bengal imam association has appealed to every
Madrasa and Mosque to open their buildings for the
quarantine purpose. 

People at the quarantine centre offered by the Shaheen Group

					Preparations	at	the	quarantine	centre					Preparations	at	the	quarantine	centre					Preparations	at	the	quarantine	centre

Good Samaritans
Group	 of	 concerned	 Muslim	

citizens	 celebrated	 Eid	with	 the	

migrants	and	made	it	#SabkiEid,	

spreading	happiness	in	the	day	of	

the	 migrants	 and	 celebrating	

their	Eid	with	pure	joy!

https://newsglare.com/muslim-

community-celebrated-eid-with-

migrants-this-year-making-it-a-

sabkieid/
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In	Delhi's	Kalu	Sarai,	a	Masjid	and	Gurudwara	come	together	to	feed	workers	starved	by	COVID-19	lockdown	
.Each	morning	Harbans	Singh	and	Surender	Singh,volunteers	from	Gurudwara	Shri	Singh	Sabha	in	Kalu	
Sarai	village	join	Aslam	Chauhury	and	others	to	cook	for	the	hungry	in	slum	clusters	and	stranded	labourers.

Picture	Courtesy:	The	CaravanPicture	Courtesy:	The	CaravanPicture	Courtesy:	The	Caravan

https://caravanmagazine.in/religion/in-delhi-masjid-and-gurdwara-come-together-to-feed-workers-
starved-by-covid19-lockdown
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Shaheen	Group	of	Institutions	in	Bidar	Karnataka,	which	was	booked	with	sedition	in	February	for	an	anti-
CAA	play	–	has	been	doing	relief	work	and	aiding	the	administration	and	public	during	the	ongoing	COVID-
19	pandemic.

Picture	Couteosy:	Two	Circles.netPicture	Couteosy:	Two	Circles.netPicture	Couteosy:	Two	Circles.net

Mahinoor	Begum,a	constable	with	Burdwan	Police	has	taken	the	responsibility	of	handing	out	food	packets	
to	aroud	900	families.She	had	saved	the	Rs	2	lakh	for	her	fathers	medical	treatment	,but	choose	to	spend	it	in	
the	way	of	charity.

Picture	Credit:Telegraph	IndiaPicture	Credit:Telegraph	IndiaPicture	Credit:Telegraph	India



Feroze	 Dilawar	 with	 other	 members	 	 of	 the	 	 Covid	 19	 Taskforce	 team	 in	 Malegaon.	 Due	 to	 the	
mismanagement	of	administrative	efforts	,they	carried	dead	bodies	of	Covid	19	patients	on	shoulders.

Picture	Credit:Two	circles.netPicture	Credit:Two	circles.netPicture	Credit:Two	circles.net

80	year	old	coolie	Mujibullah	has	been	serving	out	migrant	workers	for	free	at	the	Lucknow	railway	station.	
His	age	doesn't	come	in	the	way	of	helping	others.

Abandoned	 by	 her	 son,	 a	 70-year-old	 woman's	 last	 rites	 were	 conducted	 by	 Muslim	 activists	 at	 the	
Mangalgiri	town	in	Guntur	village.

Muslim volunteers helped in performing last rites of a Hindu man in Tumakuru.



Shakeel	 Qureshi	 from	 Bareilly	 established	 a	 medicine	 bank	 to	 help	 provide	 people	 with	 prescribed	
medicines	free	of	cost.

Picture	Credits:	ANIPicture	Credits:	ANIPicture	Credits:	ANI

Khidamat-e-Insaniyat Foundation 
celebrating Eid with widows, single 
mothers and migrants

Snippets from Media



Muslims	of	Bihar	offered	food	to	train	passengers	of	Mizoram.	A	Shramik	express	train	carrying	stranded	labourers	

back	 to	Mizoram	halted	 in	Begusarai	village	and	group	of	villagers	came	 forward	near	 the	 train	and	offered	 the	

passengers	basket	full	of	items	with	food	packets.The	Mizoram	CM	Zoramthanga	and	Twitterati	lauded	the	people	of	

Bihar	for	their	kind	gesture.	

https://www.siasat.com/mizoram-cm-twitterati-laud-bihar-muslims-kind-gesture-1896349/

Courtesy:	Siasat.comCourtesy:	Siasat.comCourtesy:	Siasat.com

Despite	unemployed	from	months,	Bhopal's	slum	dwellers	from	New	Arif	Nagar	feed	workers	on	Shramik	trains.	Most	

of	the	slum	dwellers	are	Muslims	and	work	as	day	wagers	and	rag	pickers.	Women	from	the	slums	cook	the	meals	while	

men	do	the	distribution	work.

A trust Uravugal started by a 24-

year-oldKhalid  helps bury 

unclaimed bodies and takes 

homeless persons with injuries to 

government  hospi ta l s  and 

shelters. They have been doing 

this since 2017 and have buried 

more  than  800  bod ie s  so 

far.Uravugal carried on voluntary 

burial work through the Covid 19 

pandemic too Picture	Courtesy:	The	HinduPicture	Courtesy:	The	HinduPicture	Courtesy:	The	Hindu

https://www.siasat.com/mizoram-cm-twitterati-laud-bihar-muslims-kind-gesture-1896349/
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Disclaimer:	This	booklet	is	a	compilation	of	voluntary	work	done	by	Muslims	through	the	Covid	19	crisis.	
However,	this	is	not	a	holistic	document	on	the	same.	The	aim	of	this	booklet	is	only	to	portray	essence	of	
charity	done	by	Muslims	in	this	time.	

We	have	used	our	extensive	network	of	volunteers	to	gather	the	information	and	given	due	credits	to	
sources	we	have	taken	pictures	from.
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