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ABOUT IMPAR

Indian Muslims are at a crossroads, facing a plethora of challenges, from low representation in education and
employment, to increased social, political and economic marginalisation.The community also faces challenges
in the context of cultural identity, with regardsto the image and perception of Indian Muslims, which can affect
their physical safety and security, and even their access to basic amenities and social welfare programs.

Widening the educational and economic opportunities in a cost-effective manner for its citizens is a national
priority for India in the new millennium. Positive changesforthe community can only be achieved through internal
reforms, approachedwith a modern outlook. Through,community service and the development of a favourable
social and political environment, we willand enable greater access to educational and economic opportunities

The Government, the broader political class, members of the media, and key thought leaders, can benefit from
a better understanding of the barriers to access and equity faced by Muslims inIndia.

Herein lies the need for the creation of a forum forresearch, monitoring, dialogue, and policy advocacy for the
Indian Muslim community. IMPAR is the result of this long-felt need. . Promoted by over 500 plus Muslims from
different walks of life —-including but not limited to politics, bureaucracy, education, business, science, media,
law,andthe art - IMPAR looks forward to your cooperation and support in making a meaningful difference to the
community’s engagement with ournation’s society.

VISION MISSION

To change the image and perceptions of To act as a think-tank, watchdog, research and center
Indian Muslims through proactive policy and and advocacy & communications group for , ndian
mediaengagement, the initiation of positive Muslims, dedicated to fostering better understanding
social actions, the cultivation of leadership between different communities across the countryby
opportunities forwomen and young people, meaningfully engaging with key stakeholders:-
and the facilitation of access to education and government, media, policymakers, business and

economic opportunities political organizations. We also work to promote
education and awareness of key issues, a national
ethos and shared culture, and theadoption of rational
thinking and a scientific temperament,towards

achieving positive reforms,
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INDIAN MUSLIMS AND THE CHAL-

LENGE OF CHANGE: DR. MJ KHAN
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President and Steering
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Indian Muslims are at the cross roads, facing a plethora of challenges
from low share in education, jobs and businesses to increasing social, political
and economic marginalisation and the issues of image and perceptions
to cultural identity and physical safety and security, and access to basic
amenities and social welfare programs. Any positive change in the condition
of the community, which constitutes the single largest Muslim population
@ 200 million in the world, is possible only by initiating internal reforms,
adopting modern outlook, and doing community service on one hand and
building favorable social and political environment, and enabling access to
educational and economic opportunities on the other hand.

We also need to align our strategy and development plans with the
global trends and dynamics and emerging socio-economic and technological
realities. The world has become increasingly inter-dependant in the last four
decades, especially after GATT and with the operationalisation of WTO,
making the world trade grow many folds more in the last 50 years than what
it traded in absolute terms in the past 500 years. The pace of technological
developments, especially the telecommunication and the internet has made
the world a tiny village, where the news of one small place could go global
in no time. The social sector development priorities of the UN and global
bodies and funding organisations is today dominated by the philosophy of
“inclusion, equity and diversity”.

During this period the growth of Indian economy has been meteoric,
almost ten times, from $266 billion in 1990-91 to $2.6 trillion in 2019-20.
This period also saw many important developments in geopolitics, from the
disintegration of USSR into 15 independent countries to the new alliances
and realignment of countries, formation of EU, rise of Asia and first black
president in the US to name a few on global front. In the global economy of
$90 trillion, the NA, EU and Asia, minus China, account for almost equal
approximately $24 trillion each.

The rapid rise of knowledge economy and services sector during the
last four decades has marked significant change, which has brought the
importance of education to the centre stage, and the recognition of social
diversity and multiculturalism as big assets for any country. India has gained
tremendously in the new age economy, especially the software businesses,
riding the strength of its huge social diversity, which creates the human
resource best suited to perform in software coding, services and knowledge
businesses.

The dawn of globalisation, starting nineties, further expanded the global
opportunities, and the emergence of ecommerce, further reduced the physical
distances on one hand and locational disadvantages on the other hand. While
India gained rapidly in knowledge businesses and software products and
services, which today alone account for over $60 billion exports, and overall
services sector accounting for $1.5 trillion of India’s $2.6 trillion economy,
and further unleashing the huge potential of this sector. But, the Muslim
community in India, and practically the world over missed the opportunity
of making big, where education was imperative to success and not the
investment.

While the country has grown rapidly since the onset of economic reforms
in 1990-91, and every section of the Indian population gained in income
and quality of life, the story of Indian Muslims continued to be one of the
lost opportunities. While Muslim community missed the bus during the
first four decades of the Licensing Raj, after independence, for historical
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and cultural reasons, it missed the bus again during
the liberalisation period, when new age economy
required higher education, especially technical and
professional, to either ride the ladder of careers in
the corporate sector or to start a successful business
venture. The community is set to yet again miss the
bus of startups wave for the same very reasons.

However, one interesting recent development is
that for the first time in the history, since William
Hunter Commission report in 1882, that Muslims
are accessing the share in the Government schemes
and welfare programs more than their share in the
population. In Uttar Pradesh in certain schemes the
share has gone to 27% against its population of 19.5%,
and compared to 7% or less it used to be during the
earlier times. This is the truth, which suits none to
highlight. Government of the day may risk reaction
by its core voter constituency, the traditional vote
contractors may fear shift in the community’s voting
pattern and the community itself may risk reversal of
the situation.

Now the question arises, what has gone wrong
about the Indian Muslims? From Justice Hunter in
1882 to Justice Sachhar report in 2006 and from Rang
Vilas Mishra in 1970 to Justice Rang Nath Mishra
Commission report in 2008, the condition of the
community continued to remain grim. So is it about the
colour of the Government or the external factors that
are responsible or our own attitude and the internal
factors? The slide in the community’s share in jobs,
education, businesses and economic activities and
welfare programs continued during the entire period
till its reversal from 2015-16 onwards. However, in
political representation opposite has happened. From
the peak of 49 MPs in 1980 to 23 seats in 2014 and 27
seats in 2019, the share of Muslims in Lok Sabha is
approximately one third of its proportional share of
76.

There is urgent need for honest introspection
in the community. The time has come that we must
find out our real issues and real enemies. Our real
heroes and role models. The workable solutions and
practical approaches. For very long period of time
our refusal to learn from the life of visionaries such
as Sir Syed Ahmed Khan to adjust to the needs of the
hour and adopt the workable solutions, resulted into
our continuing peril. We admired them but refused to
learn from them. The community allowed itself to be
exploited by the self-centred leaders, who trapped the
community emotionally on non-issues and used it to
serving their personal political interests.

The real challenge today for the community is
the low image and perception, negative attitude
and regressive thinking, and poor conduct and low
contribution in almost all spheres of human activities.
And instead of understanding the essence of Islam
and practicing it, we believed more in demonstrating
the symbols of Muslim identity. The concept of serving
the society has been missing in our approach, which
we can today learn from the Sikhs and the Christians.
IMPAR has tried to launch sanitation drive and

feeding the poor programs and got its various state
and district units to also emulate and encourage the
community to adopt. While we need to introspect and
correct our course, we also need to monitor the media
and political and policy developments, and ignoring
that will be quite costly.

Certain policy decisions such as the Presidential
Order 1950, promulgated on August 10, 1950, adding
Clause 2 under Article 341 has adversely affected the
community so much that everything else put together
may not equal the losses suffered on this count.
Similarly, recently passed CAA/NRC Act is perceived
to posing existential crisis for the community. The role
of partisan media and its overdrive that we saw during
the lockdown period in April 2020 created so difficult
situation for the community. IMPAR was a creation of
that crisis, and it successfully handled the challenge
and brought about the change. Unfortunately the
approach of the ruling parties for decades has been to
place members of 200 elite Muslim families as end of
their responsibilities, as if empowering 200 families
is synonymous to empowerment of 200 million
Muslims.

Widening the educational and economic
opportunities in a cost-effective manner for its
citizens is a national priority for India. The barriers
to access and equity faced by Muslims require a better
understanding by the Government, media, thought
leaders, and political class for which a research,
monitoring, dialogue, and policy advocacy forum was
needed to be created by the community. IMPAR is
the result of this over-riding concern, felt for a long
time. Promoted by 500 plus Muslims from different
walks of life such as politics, bureaucracy, education,
business, science, media, law, art, and films etc.,
IMPAR looks forward to making a meaningful
difference to the community’s engagement with the
society and the nation.

Indian Muslims are blessed to be born in hugely
diverse and multicultural nation, and enjoy the
dividends of democracy and diversity. When the world
isbecoming increasingly inter-dependant, requiring to
deal with diverse cultures, Indian Muslims can show
way to the world Muslims. Of late, I am observing a
new found confidence, greater focus and increased
resilience in the youths and the community women.
The results are showing up. They need little guidance
to channelize their energy for positive and productive
purposes. The community needs more programs
that could work for masses than the placement of
few chosen in the Parliament or Assemblies, Cabinet
and Committees or Commissions. We need positivity
and optimism in our thinking and working. India is
rapidly growing country and opportunities are galore.

We must look for new paths to progress.
Treading the beaten paths yet again and expecting
different results will be dishonesty. The well placed
among us must rise to the occasion and resolve
their commitments to contribute to the cause of the
community. IMPAR is hope of millions. And we
believe it can deliver for millions.

REMOVING MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT

ISLAM AND MUSLI

Former Pro Vice Chancellor
Aligarh Muslim University

f Muslims frequently misunderstood certain teachings of Islam, the

misunderstanding among non-Muslims about Islam and Muslims today is

even worse. The very word Islam and Muslims conjures up images of ferocious

looking bearded fighters with red eyes and Stinger missiles strung around the

shoulders. Such images have left a deep impression of a Muslim. TV and radio
channels day in and day out keep blurting words like Jihad, Mullah, Mujahideen,
Taliban, Kafir, Sharia and so on. The propaganda is so intense and consistent that
even an unsuspecting soul starts assuming that Muslims are anything but good
people. A situation has been so created which projects Islam as the antithesis of
peace.

A deliberate whipping of anti-Muslim feeling has been going on for now over
centuries. Through large scale propaganda, a feeling has been created where nothing
good which Muslims do, particularly for non-Muslims is recognised. The fact that
Christians and Jews could practise their religions in Spain has hardly found any

BRIG SYED AHMAD ALI mention in history books.

(VETERAN) No one, Muslim or non-Mulim, can deny that there have been a lot of terrorist acts
perpetrated by Muslims but then lot of terrorism has also been perpetrated by non-
Muslims. The difference is that when a Muslim does it, it is immediately attributed to
his faith but when a similar act is performed by a non-Muslim it is not linked with his
faith. The large scale murder, loot, rape and ethnic cleansing of Muslims at the hands
of Christian Serbs in Bosnia- Herzegovina has never been attributed to a community.
— These actions were never referred to as Christian Terrorism.
= .--':.i—,,fi':: A e The West has coined a new definition for the word ‘Fundamentalist’.
. This is equated with extremism. We will do well to understand that the
i, fundamentals of Islam are based on peace since Islam means peace.
. Those who are described as fundamentalists are far from following
%  the fundamentals of Islam.
T If Islam appears rigid and inflexible, it is because the learned
Il:‘ interpreters made it so. They tended to be harsh and intolerant
%+ while interpreting during the pinnacle of Muslim Empires.
Thus they and their followers would brook no opposition to
their edicts once they were issued. Such edicts or ‘fatwa’ have
delivered an adverse blow to the fair image of Islam. More than
this, it is the mis- understanding of the religion per se which
has led to so much of animosity and disdain in the eyes of the
non - believers.
An attempt is being made in subsequent paragraphs to put
across in correct perspective the more positive and
humane side of Islam and its followers.

COMPASSION IN ISLAM
The opening invocation in the Quran says
“In the name of God, the Most Beneficent,
the Most Merciful”. This verse has been
repeated 114 times. This is an indication
that the greatest attribute of the
Supreme Being is Merciful towards
mankind. Thus the central theme of
the Quran is God’s all embracing

compassion.

Muslims are all aware of the
story of the woman who used to




curse and throw garbage at the
Prophet Mohammad every time
he would pass in front of her house.
One day when she stopped being
unwell, the Prophet went to her house to
inquire about her well being.

Then there is the story of Hind. This was
the woman who tore apart the chest of Hazrat
Hamza, paternal uncle of the Prophet who was killed
in the Battle of Ohad. Hind pulled out the liver from the
dead body and ate it. Later, the Prophet pardoned her for
this cruel and inhuman act .

Notice the respect and dignity which the Prophet
accorded to an African slave, Hazrat Bilal, when he
nominated him as the first ‘Meuezzin’ (one who gives
the call for prayer) of Holy Kaaba mosque. Such was the
equality practised by the Prophet and his companions.

Look at the dignity accorded to Bibi Khadijah, the first
wife of the Holy Prophet in allowing her to trade in dates
in Makkah. The message was unique and revolutionary
and that was , women have the right to acquire property,
something which eluded their European counterparts
even centuries later.

The Prophet loved animals and a story goes how he
once cut the sleeve of his coat to ensure that the cat sleeping
on his arm was not disturbed while he set out for prayers.
On another occasion, he told a woman that she will find a
place in heaven despite being ‘sinful’ for saving a dog and
providing succour by giving it water.

The idea of narrating these short tales is to illustrate
the centrality of Islam as a faith: Compassion

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PEACE IN ISLAM
The major part of Quran, either directly or indirectly,
strongly advocates for peace. Of the 6666 verses, there are
hardly 40 verses which deal with the injunction to wage
war and that too in self defence. This works out to 0.6% of
the entire Quran. In the fourth chapter of the Quran, the
following injunction has been given:

“Do not go excess in your religion.” (4:171)

The Prophet always exhorted his followers to shun
extremism (Ghulu). He said:

“You should restrain yourself from committing
excesses (Ghulu) in religion. For it was due to their having
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gone to extremes in religion
that the previous communities
were destroyed.”( Al Nasai, Ibn
Majah, Musnad Ahmad, 1/215,347)
The Quran also states:
“ If someone Kkills another person,
unless it is in retaliation for someone else or
for causing corruption on the earth, it is as if he
had murdered all mankind.” (5:32)
The Quran shows the creation plan of the Creator.
It states:

“ Each time they kindle the fire of war , God
extinguishes it.”

As per Quranic injunction, war is only for self defence.
It states:

“Permission to fight is given to those who are attacked
because they have been wronged.”(22:39)

In Chapter 2 ( Al Bagara), Verse 190, the Quran states:

“Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight against
you, but do not transgress the limits.”

Again, in Chapter 8 (Al Anfal) Verse 61, the Quran
stresses:

“But if the enemy inclines towards peace, do thou (also)
incline towards peace, and trust in Allah, for He is the one
that heareth and knoweth.” This implies that when the
enemy sues for peace, there should be a positive response
from the Muslims.

The three battles in which the Prophet participated -
Battle of Badr, Battle of Ohad and the Battle of the Trench
were all defensive in nature. The last one was not a battle
at all: the defensive trench around Madinah was so
formidable that the enemy could not break through it after
a siege of a month. The underlying lesson is that aggression
is forbidden in Islam and Muslims should not begin the
hostilities. Defensive battle as per Quran is related directly
to oppression. Oppression and persecution as per Quran is
worse than slaughter.

There are few verses in the Quran which are often
quoted by critics to highlight that Quran sanctions killing.
It needs to be seen the context in which such verses were
revealed to the Prophet. For example verse 9:5 says “Kill
the associators (Mushrikin)wherever you find them, and
take them and confine them and lie in wait for them at
every place of ambush.” This cannot be seen as a command

for all times for this is a specific instruction to those who
violated the peace treaty.

There are people who wish to see terror even in the most
normal defensive action. Such people get a handle to paint
the scripture in black without realising that scriptures of
other religions like Bhagawad Gita prescribes fighting for
self defence and fighting against oppression and injustice.
When Arjuna prefers to be killed unarmed rather than
fight his cousins Kauravas, Krishna exhorted Arjuna to
fight by saying “How these impure thoughts have come to
you, which prevent you from entering heaven. Give up this
degrading impotence and weakness of heart and arise, O
defeater of enemy.” (Bhagwad Gita Ch 1,verse 43-46 and Ch
2 verse 2-3).

JIHAD- THE MISUNDERSTOOD WORD

Jihad means “struggling in the way of God.” The basic
root of the word Arabic word Jihad means to ‘struggle’
or ‘I will make an effort to do my best .” This struggle can
be intellectual, spiritual, social, economic, political and
sometimes even physical. This is an important Islamic tenet
which has been widely misrepresented due to actions of
Muslim extremists, mass indoctrination by Islamophobes
and selective media that focuses on sensationalism. Until
the perverse and degraded form of Jihad backfired on the
West and became the only thing defining over a billion
Muslims, the idea meant struggle, with biggest being
against the evil within. Jihad appears in the Quran 41
times while dissuasion from fighting 70 times. It was US
which changed the entire narrative of Jihad in late 1970s
in its drive against Communism. It pumped in millions
of dollars for textbooks full of violent images for teaching
in Afghanistan schools. According to Washington Post,
the primary textbooks “filled with talk of Jihad” featured
“drawing of guns, bullets, soldiers and mines.”

Jihad cannot be a war of aggression or a war for
territorial gain. It is a defensive war which places certain
responsibilities on those who are called to engage in it.
Innocent men, women, children and unarmed citizens
cannot be harmed, places of worship of other faiths,
property and environment cannot be destroyed.

Jihad cannot be declared by anybody on everybody.
No group or organisation has the right unto itself. It is
unfair to judge Islam by the wrongs committed by few
individuals. Former pop singer Cat Stevens (Yusuf Islam)
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observed: “It is wrong to judge Islam in the light of the
behaviour of some deviant Muslims who are always shown
in the media. It is like judging a car to be bad if the driver is
drunk and crashes it into a wall.”

In the context of today’s world jihad should be intended
to bring about a change in the society for better. It is a silent
but consistent struggle to change the attitude and the tools
for this kind of struggle are education, awareness, positive
attitudes, persuasion and motivation. The mission of such
a Jihad should be to rid this world from diseases, hunger,
illiteracy, poverty, addictions, servitude and serfdom.

POLYGAMY AND PERCEIVED WANTON GROWTH OF
MUSLIM POPULATION

The myth of polygamy amongst Muslims is something
which has shown them in extremely poor light. While
most scholars quote freely on permission to marry four
times, seldom an effort has been made to understand the
following verse from Surah Al Nisa, (Verse 129) :

“Ye are never able to be fair and just as between
women, even if it is your ardent desire. But turn not away
(from a woman) altogether so as to leave her (as it were)
hanging in the air, if you come to a friendly understanding
and practise self restraint, Allah is oft Forgiving, Most
Merciful.”

The co-relation between polygamy and demographic
expansion which is often hurled at the Muslims is a
figment of imagination. People who publicly level the
charge should understand that whether a man is having
one or more wives makes no difference to the increase
in population as the total number of children depends
upon the total number of women, which does not get
influenced by polygamy. Besides, the male-female ration
cannot permit the luxury of four wives to the Muslim
males unless three-fourths (75%) of them go without
marriage. As per 1981 census, the male-female ratio for
Muslims was 1.068 and for Hindus 1.072. This implies that
for every 1,000 Muslim females there are 1,068 Muslim
males. Just imagine , with these figures, can Muslim males
still have four wives! Research carried out by Mallika
B Mistry of Gokhale Institute , Pune has concluded that
there is no evidence that the percentage of polygamous
marriage (among Muslims) is larger than those among
Hindus. As per census reports, Muslims are at the bottom
of polygamous marriages (5.70%) as compared to other
religious denominations.

Another interesting study reveals that India’s Total
Fertility Rate (TFR) has declined from 5.9 in early sixties to
2.4 during 2010-15. TFR is defined as the total number of
children to be born toa woman in her lifetime by the current
age specific fertility rates. According to the distinguished
sociologist, Dr Amitabh Kundu, the main factor which
led to this significant decline is the rise in marriage age
although increased acceptance of contraceptives was
also one of the factors. As far as Muslim community is
concerned, the TFR for them in 2005-06 was 3.4% which
dropped to 2.6% in 2015-16 - this denotes a decline of 0.8
percentage points. For the Hindus the TFR declined from
2.6 in 2005-06 to 2.1 in 2015-16 - a drop of 0.5 points. The
fall for Christians and Sikh was just 0.3 percentage points.




TRIPLE TALAQ

Triple Talaq finds no mention in the primary source
of Islam ie the Quran and Hadith. So when the
government recently enacted a law making it illegal, it
was simply stating the obvious . The concept of triple
talaq is antithetical to the teachings of Islam and the
Prophet. Under no circumstances should triple talaq
be considered as part of Shariah.

Triple talag can only be considered as a creature
of custom. Most of the Muslim countries consider this
as a sin and hence not valid. Little wonder that only
0.56% of divorced women in India are victims of this
un- Islamic practice.

THREADS WHICH BIND HINDUS AND MUSLIMS
We just celebrated Holi which because of Covid19
turned out to be a very dull and listless affair. Few
would know that Holi has rich Muslim history. The
last Moghul Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar, allowed
his Hindu ministers to apply ‘gulal’ on his forehead
during Holi celebrations. Special arrangements were
made for Holi festivities with the sprinkling of yellow
colour prepared from ‘Tesu ke Phool.” This spirit
came down right since the time of Emperor Akbar.
Jahangir too followed suit . During Shahjahan’s rule,
Holi was known as Eid-e-Gulabi or Pink Eid.

Holi songs in chaste Urdu were sung in Havelis
and courtyards of the nobility. Quli Qutb Shah, a
renowned poet from Deccan wrote in his inimitable
Hyderabadi Urdu about the resplendent colours in
Braj and Bundelkhand- the hub of Holi celebrations.
Mir Taqi Mir , who was in the court of Nawab Asaf-
ud-Daulah also wrote in praise of Holi. Sufi saints
like Hazrat Nizamuddin and Hazrat Ameer Khusro
admired the pink festival through their poetry.

Notwithstanding the present day social climate,
the dargahs of Sufi saints have a very sizeable number
of non Muslims visiting daily and more notably on
Thursdays. The honour and respect they bestow on
the saint right from the entrance is something to be
seen to be believed.

Conversely, we are aware of the Muslim sisters
who recite Gita in Temple and the Muslim actors who
perform during Ramlila as lead artists.

In 1981, when I was posted in Jalandhar, my wife

lost a huge amount of blood during the birth of our
first twins. Being ‘O’ Negative it was difficult to get
replacement. Yet on the call of my battalion Adjutant
and Subedar Major , as many as over 300 soldiers
turned up for blood test out of which only four were
found ‘O’ Negative and they happily agreed to donate.
Out of these four, two were Kumaonis, one Sikh and
one Maratha. My wife carries their blood in her veins
even today.

A couple of months back, a Hindu neighbour of
mine died in Allahabad. Except for his widow and
my brother, there was no male present on the scene.
A scrap dealer who happened to be passing in front
of the house was requested by my brother to help in
shifting the body to a proper place. While lifting the
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body, and knowing fully well that the deceased was a
Hindu, he started sub consciously reciting “Kalimah”
- something which is done for Muslims. This is the
face of real India.

The so-called Islamic world’s deficiencies are
used as a stick to beat Muslims while examples of
these countries are conveniently ignored. One of the
most powerful staging of Ramlila is in Indonesia and
Malaysia whose artists have now started performing
in India as well. Indonesia, the most populous Muslim
country is secular with a very heavy Hindu influence
who population is just 1.7 per cent. Its national airline
isnamed after Garuda, which is Lord Vishnu’s vehicle.
Its currency notes carry images of Ganesha while the
Ramayana and Mahabharat have a deep imprint on
Indonesian culture. Likewise, the statue of Saraswati
stands tall just outside the Indonesian Embassy in the
world’s most powerful capital, Washington.

WHAT SHOULD THE MUSLIMS DO?

Under the present circumstances, the Muslims
should go back to the Quran and genuine Hadith
and interpret them in the context of the present
world. Islam is not meant only for seventh-century
Arabs. Islam is for all times and for every part of the
world. We hope that the non-Muslims appreciate
the problems that Muslims have in trying to adjust
in modern way of living. If they do so they will not
misunderstand Islam and Muslims as much as they
do now. And if that happens, the world will be a
wonderful place to live in.

MUSLIM

c USEFUL TOW

K. RAHMAN KHAN

he Muslims in India are

in cross road nd they

are looking the correct

road to reach their

destination. The major
aspect of successful communities is
the central importance be given to
proper education. This is the key to
the progress of a community. The
mass education is the key which can
open the developmental lock. Muslim
leaders must make the educational
development of the Muslim masses
one of their foremost priorities. They
should address issues relating to the
development of the community, in the
field of Education.

A hallmark of a progressive
community is respect for justice.
People should develop a sense of
accountability. They should speak
the truth and uphold justice. Patience
and a thoughtful approach are other
features of a progressive community.
They should take a leading part
in establishing NGOs for various
humanitarian causes, serving people
of all faiths. Such work can help
Muslims integrate harmoniously
with the rest of the population in the
country.

The community should have faith
in the constitution of India and if any
rights are violated, one should seek

the legal process, trust the judiciary.
Never succumb to the emotional
rhetoric of some so-called leaders,
which can only harm you, not help
you. Remember that the virtues of
the religion one believes in are best
manifested through ones character
and conduct, not through tall talk.

Also it should be realized that
unnecessarily setting up more
madrasas is not a wise way to spend
valuable resources, especially if these
madrasas do not provide children
basic modern education along with
religious education.

The community should also make
use of mosque to promote social
welfare programmes and encourage
enrolment in schools. Engage in
interfaith dialogue initiatives and
other better efforts to help Muslims
and people from other faiths to
know each other better to get along
with harmoniously and to work
together for the good of all. Recognize
that respect and goodwill for all
human beings, no matter what their
community or religion, is an essential
component of true religiousness.
Understand and religion in the light
of this truth.

Create institutions for the
collection of zakat and sadaqah and
for spending these resources on the
economic and educational upliftment
economically weaker member of
the community. Muslims should
not blame others for the economic
and educational = backwardness
of Muslims. They should have
programmers to educate the people
about the practices in business to
educate people about good practices
in business and becoming successful
entrepreneurs. Any community to
be progressive major section of the
community should be educated,
wherein it will ensure for overall
community progress.

Muslims must need to be pro-
active in reforming themselves and
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also in reaching out to people of other
faiths, in a friendly manner, so that
they can promote understanding
and goodwill, overcome prejudices
on both sides and work together for
common god. Muslims must learn the
ethics of living harmoniously with
others in a religiously diverse society.

This Article is written with
the hope that no matter what their
situation today might be, the Indian
Muslims will move forward, and into
a worthy future

Suppose a person is suffering
from a serious ailment. Wanting to
get well, he consults a doctor. The
function of the doctor is not simply
to analyze the causes of the patient’s
illness, to describe the various
symptoms of the illness and to
explain the way in which the illness is
harming and hurting the patient. The
doctor knows that simply discussing
why and how the patient fell sick and
blaming different people or factors
for this state of affairs will not help
the patient recover. He also knows
that merely discussing the various
manifestations of the patient’s illness
and the different ways in which the
illness is damaging the patient will
do not cure him. A good doctor will
think of a solution-a way forward- for
the patient. He will come up with an
suitable prescription to get well.

Much has been said and
written with regard to the causes,
manifestations and consequences
of the many issues facing the Indian
Muslim today, including their overall
economic, social and educational
backwardness and the issues of
communalism and communal
polarisation.

This Article like a doctor sincerely
concerned about the wellbeing
of his patient, seeks to provide a
prescription for the Indian Muslims
to help them move out of their current
morass and to move towards a bright
future.

IMPAR

IMPAR é




MAJID PAREKH

IMPAR

PROGRESS AND REFORMS
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ith the Glorious Name of The GOD, The Most Merciful, The
Most Benevolent

All the praise and all the thanks are due to The LORD, The
One and The Only CREATOR and SUSTAINER of all that exist
in the Universe. And peace and blessings be upon HIS Last

Messenger, Mohammed (s.a.w.s) and all the Messengers and Prophets.

I wish to start with the very first verse of the first few revealed verses on the
Prophet, in the Final Testament. “Read, recite in the Name of your SUSTAINER
Who created all which exist anywhere in the Universe.

Ifind these verses as the harbinger of a revolution in the realm of education. This
was the beginning. The world realized the importance of education fifteen centuries
back and from here started the era of knowledge, education, information and the
use of pen. From here the literacy and acquisition of knowledge was made essential
for one and all, without distinction of caste, color, nation and gender.

Today, Muslim scholars all over the world are engaged in a debate on the
subjects like religious education and the syllabi of the Muslim seminaries and their
educational system. The world community at large is also looking apprehensively
at us!

What was that syllabi? What was that curriculum? Which was the Book
introduced? Who authored the Book? How to read it? How to understand it? What
was the prerequisite for joining the course? Was it easy to grasp or difficult as
puzzle? Were its statements clear or mysterious? Was it easy to understand and to
follow, by one and all?

According to me, here rest all the answers of all the times. It was this heavenly
revelation; in the form of a book ie. Qur’an. This Book made an illiterate and
uncivilized society the leader of the modern world. This book made transformed
them into the leader in all the faculties of human endeavor.

It was not authored by any scholar, but revealed by the Greatest, Who is Our
CREATOR. It is the Revelations from the Heaven, from the LORD of the entire
Universe. The only condition was and is “Igra”, start reading and reciting, with the
Glorious Name of the SUSTAINER of the Universe.

There were no other strings attached, and the Prophet simply presented this
Universal Message very directly to an unlettered nation! The rest is history as to
how this Book brought up the greatest revolution in the human history within a
short period of 23 years only.

The largest verse in the Holy Qur’an is 2/282. I will only quote the the translation
of its beginning.

<

“Oh people who have acknowledged Eiman.
Whenever you deal with each other in transactions
involving future obligations in a fixed period of time,
reduce them to writing...”

The verse addresses the people who have acknowledged
Eiman and very importantly, this verse carries the law
of documentation, transcription, witnesses; counseling
and so on, bearing all the consciousness of the presence
of ALMIGHTY ALLAH Who is ever watchful over HIS
each and every creation. The verse categorically orders
and thus one can comprehend the obligation of education
in the Holy Scripture just as the 5 times prayers (namaz)
and other rituals are obligatory. We know that the annual
obligatory charity of Zakat in different cases is 2.5 %, 5 %,
10 %, and 20 %. How one can calculate it while not being
aware of mathematics and accountancy? It is needless to
say that Essentiality and Importance of education in
Islam must be termed as Obligation of Education in
Islam.

The western world very freely accepts that the
credit of Arab developments and progress of 7" century
onwards is mostly due to the Revelation bestowed from the
ALMIGHTY GOD upon the Prophet Mohammad (saws).
Though the modern world discovered the root cause of
the stupendous progress of the Arabs but they failed to
evaluate and appreciate the Divine Message of their own
CREATOR, and so does the modern day Muslims. To my
mind the root cause of radicalization is displacement and
disengagement of education.

In my view, every student in the very beginning of
theological studies must be made aware of the spirit,
essence, heart, core and quintessence of the Book of The
Almighty. Moral, decent, ethical, honorable, just, honest
and moderated discourses it contains. We need to place the
Qur’an above all the books. If we study the Divine Book with
this approach, I am sure; even the drop-out students would
also become aware of the Message in general and learn the
virtues of high moral conduct and high intellectual conduct
thus coming in the row of front runners.

It is undeniable fact that by the education of the
children, every parent wishes to enable their wards to
earn a decent and respectable livelihood. It must become
a primary cause of concern for the modern day scholars to
worry about their student’s ability to earn their bread and
butter. If the system incorporates the present requirements,
GOD ALMIGHTY will help them to get suitable livelihood
as well. The community of Zakat Payers have become
Zakat Receivers.

In the name of modernization, imparting all kind of
modern education without any proper selection or by mere
introduction of computer education or vocational trainings
will not solve the problem completely. The student should
be well equipped to face the challenges of the modern
world. He must be able to lead the community on all fronts,
morally, socially and economically. To achieve this goal,
a day to day direct attachment to the Words of GOD is a
must. He should be aware of his duties towards all created
beings as well as his duties towards his CREATOR and
impart the same knowledge and training to the coming
generations.
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The history of any progressive society reveals that they
keep revising their syllabus over a period of time in order
to face the new challenges as and when they come. Human
mind is constantly evolving and progressing. Every
new generation inherits something from its preceding
generation. It is not advisable to memorize the sums by
heart while the calculators are easily available now.

We need no advice from outside to remind us the
importance of education and knowledge. This aspect
of human life was emphasized in the very first of The
Heavenly Revelation. Further there are three most famous
sayings of The Prophet exhorting the believers to seek
knowledge. Without getting into the connotations of
these sayings, if we simply ponder on the words, we can
understand very clearly that seeking knowledge is made
obligatory for every Muslim man and woman. In the
very first “school” established in Medina by the Prophet
himself, just within 14 months of his arrival in that city,
teachers appointed were the prisoners of war of Badr, and
it speaks volumes about the necessity and usefulness of
education and knowledge.

Similarly for seeking knowledge, an instruction to
travel to the far away land of China, a nation holding
monopoly of producing paper and silk clothing, shows
the importance of acquiring technical know-how which is
an essential ingredient of this life. The Prophet urged his
companions to surpass the mighty Wall of China for the
sake of acquiring knowledge!

Importance, usefulness and worth of anything become
evident only when our enemy comes to our doorsteps
for acquiring it! No one denies the fact that during our
middle ages, we were the torch-bearers of knowledge in
all its forms. And also our erstwhile seminaries were wide
spread across the globe. According to one of the rector of
a renowned seminary, 26 such seminaries were situated
in Spain, Cordoba, Granada, Baghdad and Damascus
etc. The interesting fact is the percentage of Non-Muslim
students in these Universities was more than the Muslims!
Today innumerable seminaries run by Muslims are found
across the globe, but do we find any Non-Muslim student
studying there! And juxtaposition is seen in the Western
Universities. Countless Muslim students are studying
there.

I would now conclude with sharing a discussion with
the dean of theology from a University in US during his
educational visit. There were few queries in my mind
like: Do the Christians and the Jews also need the priest
to solemnize the religious congregations and rituals like
weekly prayers, marriage ceremonies, baptism etc as we
Muslims do! By which system they are getting the qualified
priests? The answer was, firstly one has to become a
graduate. Then if one is interested, he or she can opt for
a three years Theology Course to become a nun or priest.
Second interesting fact came to the light that modern
educational institutions managed by Jews or Muslims do
not have students of other faiths in their schools at large.
But in Catholic managed schools, students from almost all
the faiths were enrolled. When asked for the reason, and
to the surprise, a father replied; “Gentleman, we don’t
preach, we teach”. (1481 Words)
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here is a mistaken belief that Islam is not a religion of tolerance specially
in comparison to the other religions. Let me share some basic teachings
of Qur’an and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) while dealing with people of
other faiths by giving some examples from his life:

A verse of holi Quran says (English translation)

“to you be your religion, to me be mine.”

The constitution called ‘Saheefah’ by early historians is itself the best example of
the tolerance. When Prophet (PBUH) migrated to Medina, other than the religious
leader he was now of a political leader of a state governed by the precepts of Islam.
The Islamic laws of governance were laid out to ensure harmony and stability in a
society has once had been distraught by decades of war. One which must ensure
peaceful coexistence of Muslims, Jews, Christians and polytheists. Due to this the
Prophet laid down a ‘constitution’ having detailed prescription of responsibilities
shared by the parties resided in Medina and their obligations towards each other
with certain necessary restrictions. All concerned were supposed to obey what was
mentioned therein and any breach was regarded as an act of treachery.

In a Muslim society lives of the followers of co-religionists and their practices
were given independent status fully guaranteeing protection of their lives and
properties. The Prophet (PBUH) said: Whosoever, kills a person who has a truce
with Muslims, will never smell the fragrance of Paradise (Saheeh Muslim).

Since Muslims had upper hand Prophet(PBUH) strictly warned against any
maltreatment of people of other faiths. He said: “Beware ! whosoever is cruel and
hard on a non-Muslim minority or curtails their rights, or burdens them with more
than they can bear, or takes anything from them against their free will; I, Muhammad
will complain against the person on the Day of Judgment.” (Abu Dawud)

The contemporary reformist movements often trace their roots back to the
founding era of Islam. The names among the reformist scholars are; Abu Hamid
Muhammad al-Ghazali (Iran-Baghdad 1058-1111); Taqi al-Din Ahmad Ibn Taymiyya
(Anatolia-Damascus, 1263-1328); Shah Wali Allah al-Dihlawi (India, 1703-1762);
Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab (Arabia, 1703-1792) and Uthman dan Fodio (West
Africa, 1754-1817). These and other prominent reformers shared a desire to return
Islam to the tenets of the sacred texts.

Generally religion is considered to be the spiritual and abstract side connected
to personal and private affairs of human life. Whereas Islam may be defined as
complete guidelines from Allah to the mankind through His selected Messengers
or Prophets were sent on earth during different eras to spread goodness here and
hereafter (after death). According to Qur’an and Sunnah (the Prophetic traditions)
as well as Hadith (sayings of Muhammad (PBUH)) are the basis of Islam which any
Muslim is supposed to follow. Qur'an and Hadith have given complete guidelines
from rituals, life style or even business or politics. Islam is a complete way of life
which prohibits interfering in the beliefs and practices of other religions and seeks to
preserve the customs, honour, and property of every individual irrespective of his or
her religion thus giving meaning to Islamic perspective of co-existence and tolerance
towards other religions.

COMMUNITY REFORMS

H ABDUL WADOOD

t’s a great opportunity for me

to write a few words on the

objectives of IMPAR exploring

a renaissance in the overall

field of progress and reforms
in the Indian Muslims. Inculcating
rational and scientific thinking
encouraging to embrace national
ethos shared values are the need of
the hour.

Unfortunately rationality and
enquiry in the community remained
absent for centuries. Hence we need
to approach the issue sensibly. Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru was the first to
encourage scientific temperament
in the Indian society. It is extremely
important to inculcate the rational
thinking in Indian  Muslims
particularly in youth toattain progress
specially in the field of science and
technology. The community can
prosper following the true teachings
of Islam simultaneously.

The community cannot live in
isolation has to join the mainstream.
This has been reflective during the
current pandemic and Muslims dur-
ing this period kept their doors open
for all. The pandemic has taught a
good lesson and inculcated a feeling
of togetherness. The situation has
compelled to acquire awareness of
how the disease is transmitted and
what might be done to protect. Partic-
ipation of Muslims in the vaccination
drive is at par with their co citizens.
Our country has been able not only
to produce covid vaccine well in time
but has also been able to export to the
neighbouring countries Bangladesh
Nepal Bhutan and Srilanka etc. The
process of evenly distribution of vac-
cine upto the remotest corners is be-
ing done efficiently.

Though for quite sometime the
community has come out extending
their helping hand but still lag behind
from their Sikh counterparts or
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the Christians in Europe and other
western countries who have been
doing extraordinarily good in various
fields particularly in healthcare and
during the times of natural disasters.
One such example is the project taken
up by Delhi Gurudwara Smiti of sale
of medicines on rates and opening
of state of art dialysis centre are the
latest examples.

Service to humanity called
“Huqooqul ibad”, is one of the
most essential tenets of Islam. This
is where IMPAR comes in which
emphasises the importance of need
of reforms. Reforms in religious
practices is certainly a grey area.
There are certain aspects whether
social, educational or economic
essentially need reforms. As for the
requirements and utilisation of funds
are concerned collection of zakat
funds and its proper management
can make the task easier. Much of
the amount is unnecessarily spent on
those activities where funds can be

- -

raised through various government
schemes. Another source of raising
funds may come through C.S.R.

Celebrating festivals and
ceremonies should be simplified
and be made less expensive. The evil
demand of dowry has to get away
with. Instead millions of poor and
downtrodden can be taken care of.
The performance of religious rituals
shouldn’t cause inconvenience to
others. One more key area is the
need of banking for all in general and
business in particular like payment of
interest on loans taken for essentially
running a business.

It can be concluded that there
are no two opinions for an urgent
need of reforms in the whole gamut
of activities. Social harmony peace
and inclusive growth are the key for
overall development and growth of
a nation. We should pledge that any
effort to disturb the social fabric of
our country shall be aborted by our
collective endeavour.

-




THE MUSLIMS OF ASSAM

ssam is a part of the subcontinent of India lying in the Northeast corner,
forming a very important strategic position of Indian Union, being the
international frontier of India between China, Burma and Bangladesh.
It has always been treated as the Cinderella of India.

The state of Assam then called the province of Assam was created
on 6th February, 1874. In the year 1905 a new province of East Bengal and Assam
was created amalgamating both East Bengal and Assam as one unit. However, in 1912
Assam was again separated and in 1921 it became a separate province. Thus till 1912,
Assam was a part of Bengal and whole of India was under British rule.

The Muslims of Assam may be divided into two main groups - 1) those who
came to Assam before and during the Ahom rule and became subjects of the Ahom
Kings. In this group we find the entire indigenous population of the Muslims of the
Brahmaputra Valley and those of Cachar particularly, of Hailakandi and silchar.
Muslims came to Assam even before the arrival of he Ahoms, it is a wrong notion

MOON that the Muslims came to Assam only with the invasion of Assam by Mirjumla.
CHAUDHURY The first migration of muslims to Assam started as early as in the 12th century in
the year 1198 A.D. Muhammad Bakhryar Khilji made an unsuccessful assault on the
territory of Assam. This was followed by Ghyasuddin, governor of Bengal, in the
early part of the Thirteenth Century. The next invasion was that of Ikhtyar Uddin
tughril Khan in about 1257 A.D. which was followed by an invasion by Mohammad
Shah in 1337 by about a lakh of horsemen. During the period 1615 - 1639 there
were struggles between Ahom under Raja Pratap Singh and Mughals. During this
period a large chunk of Assam including Gauhati, Hajo was already under Mughal
occupation. Mir Jumlah’s invasion of Assam took place only in 1662 A.D. whatever
it is, after the collapse of the Mughal domination, the territory of Assam passed back
the Mughal domination, the territory of Assam passed back in the hands of
the Ahom rulers. Thus, first migration of Muslims to Assam took
place as early as in the 12th century. Not all the muslims
came from outside. A huge number of local
people embraced Islam of their own, for
which Muslim Saints and Pirs whose
Dargahs and Mazars in different parts
of Assam, are mainly responsible.

T h e
striking
feature of the
Muslim immigrants is
that wherever they went or
settled they merged themselves
into the local population and
identified themselves with other
people in all respects sharing their
culture, tradition, language and economy
except retaining their religion and social
culture incidents involved in it so much so
that very soon they became indistinguishable from
the folk.

Muslims of Cachar, Hailakandi and Silchar
have a different background. As it is well known,
Cachar with its adjoining areas, before its annexation
I/ by the East India Company in 1832.

The first entry into Cachar by a Muslim was by
Jamal Khan, commander of the Mughal Army who were
ruling in Bengal. He entered into the Cachar territory of
the Cachar King (Dimacha) but in a midnight ambush
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Jamal Khan along with all his companions were
massacred. The Mughals took a serious view
of the matter and in 1612 the Mughal invaded
Cachar under the command of Qasim Khan, the
Governnor of Bengal. The two important forts
of the Cachar (Dimacha) King at Aruvatikir and
Pratapgarh were captured. The King Jasanarayan
sued for peace by offering 40 elephant and one
lakh of rupees for the emperor, 5 elephants and
twenty thousand rupees for the Governor, and
two elephants and twenty thousand rupees to
the officer who was in the immediate command
of the contingent. The river Surma became
the boundary between the Cachar kingdom
and Bengal and Mughal officer was posted at
Badarpur.

The second groups of Muslims of Assam are
the migrants. After the annexation of Assam by
the British a new economic frontier was opened
in Assam by the establishment of tea garden
labourers, Babus and officials, while tea garden
labourers came from Bihar, Madhya Pradesh
and Orrisa and other places, the Babus and
officials came from Bengal. The existing system
of cultivation producing limited quantity of food
and cereals was hardly sufficient to feed lakhs of
new immigrants, namely, tea garden labourers
and the babus and officials.

It cannot be denied that there is continuous
harassment of these Muslims at different places
by all sections of authorities including police, not
to speak of frequent arrests and detention by the
police on flimsy grounds of being foreigners and
now as terrorist.

Thirdly, during the riot of 1950 when
thousands of Muslims were made homeless and
many hundreds were killed there was general
fear and consternation among the Muslims.
This riot of 1950 was so colossal considering the
small population of the State of Assam that even
according to the Government record 53 thousand
Muslim families were displaced and they had to
be rehabilitated in implementation of the Indo

Pak agreement of April, 1950.

At this stage, it may be mentioned here
that the most important factor to bring about
a fundamental change in the socio-religious
outlook in Assam was by the advent of Sankardev
in 15th - 16th centuries and of sufi Saint Ajan
Fakir in the 17th century.

Assamese society and culture have evolved
through the ages by the combination and
synthesis of diverse elements racial, religious,
linguistic, artistic and so on. While the Aryans-
Indo-Mongoloid elements have always been very
strong, these have been progressively absorbed
into the socio- cultural structure based on the
Aryan-Hindu model that came to be adopted
fairly early. After the advent of Islam in the
mediaeval period, there gradually emerged a
growing local Muslim population- resulting from
immigrations, conversion and assimilation- that
eventually led to the formation of a distinctive
Assamese Muslim identity. The contributions
of the Assamese Muslims to the composite
Assamese socio cultural milieu have been quite
significant”

A remarkable feature of Assamese society has
been he virtual absence of religious fanaticism
and intolerance. Thanks to the teachings of the
great Assamese neo Vishnava saint Sankardeva
(15th - 16th centuries), mutual faith and
goodwill have prevailed among various religious
communities.

So, we Muslims are privileged we have in our
veins five thousand years of Hindu’s civilization
enrich by fourteen hundred of Islam’s splendid
traditions. In Assam Muslims constitute 34% of
the population. So, a simple question pose, in-spite
of guarantee of article 14 and 16 a particular of
citizen, say, Muslims are deprived of employment
opportunities and this discrimination and denial
of equal opportunity becomes too notorious and
obvious to escape notice, will it not be the legal
obligation on the part of government to intervene
and secure for them the constitutional guarantee?




FROM “SPECIAL”
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grew up, a member of a privileged Muslim family from Allahabad, now
Prayagraj, went to a English medium school, and was a young college student
in Delhi when Mrs Gandhi was the Prime Minister. Her party not only enjoyed
a complete majority in the parliament but governed more states than the BJP
does today.

I witnessed the emergency and the imprisonment of the many opposition leaders
and journalists, the fight back of the people of India and her subsequent defeat.

I witnessed the Mandal agitation, the caste divide and the emergence of the
Muslim vote as the division in the Hindu vote made it more important than its actual
numbers.

We were wooed by all regional parties, leaders wore our caps, hosted Iftar parties,
promised to protect our identity and our places of worship. We believed them.

Muslims with beard and caps were paraded by them to show their commitment
and win our support. We loved the attention and felt special as anyone would do. The
Hindus were feeling ignored but we did not notice. With the superficial appeasement
of Muslims, the anger in Hindus was rising, but we did not care nor realize that no
real benefit was accruing to us. But someone else did, and cashed on it.

A perfect opportunity arose when the locks of the babri masjid were opened,
Rath yatras were taken out and a party that struggled for forty years to get even

two seats in the parliament started attracting huge crowds,
yet we did not notice. We allowed the battle to become one
between “Lord Ram” vs “the other”, a battle that we were
sure to loose.

We were only 13% of India and were a minority. Yet
we lived in an illusion that political parties could not win
without us. We insisted on our Muslim identity being more
important than the Indian one and claimed that shariah
was more important than the constitution, even when
there was no conflict between the two.

We believed in being part of a Muslim umaah and
agitated fearlessly on matters that did not concern India
and often against the Indian Govt’s stand. We were
“special”, felt different and invincible and forgot that every
action has an equal and opposite reaction and in our case it
was much more when the tide finally changed.

The parties we supported started to loose. Muslim
leaders with caps and beards were no longer in demand.
Senior Muslim leaders were asked not to canvass. Parties
started winning without our vote and from the “special”
we became the “other” , the most targeted community in
India during elections in spite of our many contributions
to our country.

“Triple talaq” , Ram Mandir, one after another
decisions went against the community .

Our so called secular leaders who were stuck in a time
wrap, realised that 85% vote cannot be ignored to appease
13% and adopted a soft hindutva approach to stay relevant.
Some of our community still refuse to realize it today or are
too involved in their brand of politics to bother about the
harm it is causing us.

A community whose leaders once boasted of boycotting
the Republic day and demonstrated in India gate to get
a supreme court verdict overturned, suddenly started
realizing the importance of the Constitution and the
judiciary.

A prime minister who refused to even address our
concerns or wear a cap identified as a “Muslim Cap”
was received, applauded and awarded by many Muslim
countries who we thought were part of the umaah and
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would have our back. The reality is that what matters in
todays world is trade and economics., and that is the story
of the Indian Muslim.

But all is not lost. We have our resolve and our
constitution. We are 200 million Indian Muslims, Indians
not Arab, Malaysian, Indonesian, Afghanistani or Irani.
We are the ambassadors of Islam in India and thus its face.
Our fellow citizens of other faiths do not read the Quran
or the Hadith, they read us. So let us use these numbers
to create goodwill and respect for Muslims and Islam
with “ikhlaq” and foster brotherhood and amity in our
neighbourhoods and towns and that would be our victory.
We should not waste our energies in trying to vote out the
people who we have not voted-in in the first place. Politics
will evolve in its own time.

Negative perceptions about Muslims have been
created over a long period of time, some intentionally to
fulfill political agendas. A solid “vote bank”, much more
powerful and larger than the “Muslim vote bank” has been
developed on this perception and the beneficiaries cannot
afford to ignore them. We would do well to remember that
those in power today are hardly chasing us for our votes.
However, as we do not hesitate to meet those in power for
our own personal work, we must not hesitate to interact
with them for our community irrespective of the party they
belong to.

We are a minority and like any other minority in the
world irrespective of what the Constitution says or should
happen, we are not equal. We need to strive harder, work
harder to take our due share through perseverance and
goodwill. We should stop expecting the Govt. (any Govt.)
to pamper us. I have seen enough talent in the youth of our
community and believe with the right focus and education
the sky is the limit.

Islam is much bigger than the Indian Muslims and
is spread all over the world and will survive, but Indian
Muslims need the education and reforms to progress
economically if Muslims are to be “equal” in India. We
therefore need to change our approach and our priorities.

Jai Hind!
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SEEMI FATIMA

“Acquisition of knowledge is binding on all Muslims, male and female”
These words of prophet Muhammad (PBUH) which commands every Muslim to
pursue education without distinguishing between male and female believers.

Islam is the first ever religion which facilitated rights to women even before
America and Europe. But still we often hear people saying that women are oppressed
in Islam.

Then why is it that the existence of Indian Muslims is covered with the darker
clouds of poverty, illiteracy and unemployment. Girl child is still considered to be a
burden by the lower class. Unemployment is a major cause of the backwardness of
this community. There exists absolutely no navigation throughout the community
which guides the people towards prosperity.

Realising all the present day needs of Indian Muslim, Indian Muslim Progress
And Reforms (IMPAR) came into existence exactly one year ago. People from
various fields like educational, athletic, science etc came together with their vivid
experiences to make the way smooth for Indian Muslim.

IMPAR is not only constantly working towards the interests of the community
but also making sincere efforts to change the perception of other communities
towards muslims.

PRIMARY OBJECTIVES
® To conduct research and collect data on the social, economic and educational
status of Indian Muslims.

® To educate the young people through the promotion
of rational and scientific thinking, encouraging to
follow the national ethos and shared set of values,
respecting the laws of the nation, promoting social
work and community service while keeping in mind
the preachings of Islam.

® To establish a healthy relationship with media,
government, thinktank etc

® To organise consultation meetings, seminars,
discussions, leadership development programs and
reward individuals and organisations of relevance.

® To carry out discussions with central and state
government, media, political parties, corporate
houses and social and intellectual groups for tackling
issues that affect Indian Muslim.

® To promote the real teachings of Islam for the
development of the society.

® To enhance the skills so that they can excel in prime
positions and professions such as media, law, health,
education, business, politics, legislatures and many
others.

LACK OF EDUCATION

One major issue that is continuously making the Muslim
community hollow and amateur is lack of women
education even though Islam is the first ever religion to
provide women with the right to education.

The present scenario of Muslim women in india is
quite depressing. Literacy rate of Muslim women is lower
than that of women of any other religious groups in India.
Not only this, Muslim also have the highest percentage of
youths (age 3-35 years) who never enrolled in any kind of
formal education.

Education is the key to women empowerment hence, the
IMPAR group is specifically concentrating on influencing
less fortunate people towards the light of education so that
they can lead a better life in future.

GUIDANCE
IMPAR has been providing guidance and leadership
amongst Indian Muslim since the past one year. IMPAR
is working towards providing a better environment to
India’s coming generations and enhancing the status of
Muslim community.

Indian Muslims are one such community with upteen
talent and vivid calibre which they are unaware of. And
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they have absolutely no confidence within themself to face
the world. IMPAR works wonders here. IMPAR not only
helps renew the lost confidence among the people but also
they help finding their true ability.

INFERIORITY COMPLEX

Nowadays Muslims of India are seen lurking around the
shackles of inferiority complex and they fear of being
judged and humiliated by other Non Muslims because of
all the negativity plotted by the media against them in the
form of incomplete, biased and out of context information.
Indian media is spreading hate against Muslims by making
derogatory comments and showing Muslim belief to be
threat to society.

Media image of Muslim is mostly biased and filled
with absurd narrative which is even harder to swallow
by any dignified Muslim. They mostly present half baked
knowledge which is blindly believed by the audience
in the name of national news. Such a one sided nature
of dominating Indian media is unacceptable to people’s
sentiments and emotions. IMPAR plays a major role here
in helping the media have more informed discussions.
IMPAR also constantly argues with the government for
muslims basic necessities.

IMPAR’s major goal is to improve the mindset of people
by constantly engaging with people to improve the image
of Muslim.

FUNCTIONAL GROUPS
IMPAR is divided into functional groups such as

1.  Media Outreach group: Main goal of this group
is to discuss the media and it’s approach to reporting
Muslim community issues and problems. This group also
formulates strategies to improve the debate of mainstream
media and also tackle the fake news and hate content on all
the social media platforms.

2.  Women Empowerment group: IMPAR deeply
feels that development of any society can be made possible
only when their women are empowered and uplifted.
This group join hands with government, stakeholders,
development institutions, educational and international
bodies to help the deprived section.

Not only this, it also provides economic and social
opportunities so that they can be motivated to work
according to their calibre.

3. Legal Support group: this group is created to help
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muslims find their voices which are somewhere lost in
the roaring of this insensitive world. This group analyses
the legal matters and issues of muslims and accordingly
provides legal support.

4. Youth for Change group: IMPAR regularly join
up with the youths as they carry the foundation of the
future on their shoulders. This group assist them with
social, educational, career and economic opportunities so
that their future can be as bright as possible.

5.  Education And Jobs group: This group prepares
the muslims for the future challenges by adopting modern
education and facilitating jobs by building up skills that
are required by the current scenario.

6.  Overseas Indians group: Overseas Indians group
is specifically created for connecting with NRIs all over
the world and to support the Indian community members.

7. Data And Research group: This group is
specifically designed to function as think tank to discuss
the issues concerning Indian Muslim and to engage with
key stakeholders. This group also prepares strategies to
create better understanding and opinions among people
and promote positive thinking in the community and to
encourage social and economic empowerment.

8.  Skill And Enterprise Support group: This group
is created to influence youths to take up industry relevant
skill training that will guarantee a secured future. Indians
with prior learning experience and skills will also be
certified under various governmental schemes. This group
will also help in building the vocational and technical
training framework, skill upgradation, building new skills
and innovative thinking.

9. Masjid And Madarsa Outreach group: The group
aims to promote scientific temperament, guiding muslim
youth towards social ethics, public conduct, character
building and career making. This group concentrates on
producing ideal muslims with good morals and values
which will help in nation building.

10. Food And Agro group: Food and agriculture is
an evergreen sector. This group helps the muslims related
to modern farming, agri businesses, poultry, fisheries,
horticulture, retailing and services including dairy,
sericulture, goatry and food processing.

11.  Social Action group: This group is constructed to
motivate the Muslim community to organize social work,
form NGOs, access funds and expand the work by sharing
information and connecting them to welfare programmes
and schemes. This group also helps in embracing one of the
best organisational practices such as welfare programmes
and corporate and social schemes.

MODERN APPROACH
Islamis the second largest religion of India with population
of about 14.2 percent. This majority is wrapped under the
cloaks of poverty, unemployment, lack of basic education,
negativity and lack of unity among Muslims. Positive
change within this conserved group can only be promised
by adopting modern outlook, initiating internal reforms
and by embracing education.

IMPAR always encourages a modern, nationalistic,
scientific outlook towards life. To see Muslims excelling
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in every possible field, IMPAR plan strategies to educate
them and help spread awareness of Modern Education
while keeping in mind the cultural values of Islam.

IMPAR constantly strive to promote the belief of Islam
i.e. the compassion to serve not only muslims but also
communities of absolutely any colour, creed or religious
belief.

GUIDING THE YOUTH

New generation Muslims are exhausted from continuously
hearing the stereotypes and they are the ones that carry
the willpower of breaking the stereotypes.

Present muslim youth is a bunch of newer perspective
and experiences that need to chanlise their energies in the
best possible manner in order to uplift their community
which will contribute in the nation building.

IMPAR focuses on generating better skills among
youth so that they can successfully face the challenges in
future. IMPAR promotes the cosmopolitan, pluralistic and
secular fabric of India by culturally engaging with other
communities as well.

PREPARING THE COMMUNITY TO TACKLE THE
PANDEMIC
In this difficult time where the whole world is struggling
to keep up with the ongoing pandemic, IMPAR is
continuously helping people with food and other basic
necessities and is recklessly donating to the PM cares fund
and other trusted charitable bodies.

IMPAR is also assisting the health administration, law
enforcement and other government agencies so as to prove

a helping hand to the government.

A TRANSFORMED
MADRASA SYSTEM

GATEWAY T0 QUALITY EDUCATION FOR INDIA'S
MARGINALIZED MUSLIMS

ndia is home to the third largest Muslim community in the world, just behind
Indonesia and Pakistan and they are the second largest population group by
religion in India . As per the 2011 census of India, the Muslims population was
172 million which is 14.2% of total population of the country.

However, Muslims of India lag in socio-economic parameters. A Government
of India constituted committee, headed by Justice Rajinder Sachar (retired judge of
the Supreme court of India) in its 2006 report highlighted that Muslims had 3% share
in Indian Administrative Service, 1.8% in Foreign Services and 4% in Police Services.
In other government services as well, the representations were much below their
share of population.

A key factor of this marginalization is continuous slide of the community in
education as compared to other social groups. The growth of literacy rate between
2001 census and 2011 census among Muslims was higher than the average national
growth rate, but it was much below than the same for the most marginalised
communities of India—Scheduled Castes (SC) and Schedule Tribes (ST). As per the
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ABBASI chart given below, the SC and ST communities will take over Muslims in literacy,

leaving them at the bottom of the ladder.

According to a 2015 survey by India’s Ministry of Human Resource Development,
only 4.4% of Muslim students enrolled in the institutions of higher education in India
. Moreover, in schools as well, Muslim have the lowest rate of enrolment and the
highest number of drop-out cases.

CEO- IMPAR

SCHOOLS ENROLMENT OF MUSLIM STUDENTS
As per the study by the government of India, the enrolment of Muslim students in
formal schools (private and government run) corresponds to their population share
in primary schools, but it starts dropping in subsequent classes.

A comprehensive study was conducted by the Ministry of Minority Affairs,
Government of India through National Productivity Council during the year 2017-
2018, to find out the reasons for high drop out of students of Minority communities

Population Segmentwise Literacy Rate in India- Census 2011

94.9%

B B1.3%
75.4% 73.3% 73.0%
68.5% 66.1%
59.0%
, . : 11.4% 11.9%
£ in 8.6% 5.0% e e e I I i

Jains Christians Buddhists Sikhs Hindus Total Muslims  Scheduled Scheduled
Population Casfes Tribes

m | iteracy Rate as per Census 2011 mlncrease in Literacy rate in Census 2011 over Census 2001
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(predominantly Muslims).

As per the report, the top three reasons for the same
were found to be (1) Low income of parents, (2) Need to
support the parents, and (3) Illiteracy of parents. Other
contributing factors were (a) Early marriage among girl
students, (b) Migration of parents to other towns/cities, (c)
Inadequate availability of teachers, and (d) Non- availability
of toilets for the girls in the schools.

All the reason mentioned for the school dropout are
also applicable for the low enrolment of Muslim students
in schools. This is a classic case of poverty and illiteracy
prevailing in the community, perpetually feeding each
other.

In such a situation, the challenges before community
in driving the literacy among the marginalised section of
population, (a) To increase enrolment of Muslim students
in the schools and (b) To provide access to the quality
education to students.

INCREASING SCHOOL ENROLMENT OF
MARGINALISED SECTION OF MUSLIMS.

The state as well as central government has launched
several welfare measures with the aim of increasing the
enrolment of the students belonging to the economically
lower strata of the population. Some of these like free
schooling and free mid-day meals for the students at
government run schools are key to drive up the enrolment.
Similarly, the government has brought a legislation—
Right to Education (RTE)—which mandates privately run
schools to enroll 25% of students from economically poor
strata of the society without charging any fee from them .
Muslim students belonging to the poorer section of society
also get benefited from these programs.

However, there is a disconnect in this model as the
government schools largely lack quality of education and
the students at premier schools often need off-school
support like private tuitions, which is beyond the means of
the parents of the students enrolled through RTE in such
schools.

Insuchasituation, itisimperative that some intervention
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Children getting food as per the Mid-Day Meal Scheme of the Govern-
ment of India in Nagaland | Source: Wikimedia

is done by the financially and educationally well-endowed
individuals of Muslim community to help the meritorious
students, belonging to the poorer and marginalized section
of the community, to access the quality education.

ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION FOR
MARGINALIZED SECTION OF MUSLIMS

The students belonging to poorer sections of Muslims
are enrolled in (a) Government primary and secondary
schools, (b) Low-cost private schools, (¢c) Community run
charitable/low-cost schools, (d) Madrasa—community
run schools which provide religious as well as modern
education. In all these institutions the quality of education
is not up to the mark. While the community cannot do
much in the first two category of schools, last two category
of schools can be turned around with the intervention of
the members of Muslim community.

MADRASA

As described by a renowned Muslim public intellectual—
Ebrahim Moosa—word Madrasa in its literal sense means
a “place of study”, however, in today’s context it refers

to institutions (mostly attached which a mosque) which
specialize in teaching Muslim theology and Islamic law.

Padmaja Nair’s paper “The State and Madrasas in India”
sets up the Indian Madrasas in historical context. The study
mentions the Madrasas used to impart secular education
along with religious education, but amidst British policies
the secular element was lost, and these institutions became
more dogmatic—which led to elite affluent Muslims leaving
Madrasa and enrolling in other educational institutions
and poorer Muslims to join a Madrasa as they do not have
any other choice.

In contemporary times, most of the Indian Madrasas
only impart religious education and are not able to
teach subjects like math and science . A reason is lack of
resources, most of them unfortunately cannot even afford
proper fans for students . But on a brighter side most of
the Indian Madrasas do try to teach the students enrolled
up till the level of Grade 5 . But that still does not work—
apparently because most of the teachers in Madrasas are
themselves not trained enough, and the curriculum they
follow is outdated.

TRANSFORMING MADRASA AS THE INSTITUTION
FOR QUALITY EDUCATION

As we can infer from the previous section, the Madrasas
are led by dedicated volunteers who have the ability of
generating funds from the community and creating a
decent physical infrastructure to a certain extent. However,
this infrastructure is not being utilized effectively and
efficiently to impart quality education as those who are
managing the operations lack the skill sets required for
the same. These Madrasas have the potential to become
a catalyst for the socio-economic transformation of the
Muslim community through access to quality education at
affordable cost.

The desired transformation can be achieved by active
interventions by the financially and socially committed
members of Muslim communities to pool the resources
and work with the Madrasa management to upgrade the
physical infrastructure and softer elements of the Madrasa,
so it becomes capable of delivering quality education to the
students.

These Madrasas either offer free education or charge
little fee and depend on the donations and Zakat for
their capital and operational expenses . The collection of
donations and Zakat is also done by the administrators and
senior teachers, which impacts their regular teaching and
administrative works.

By providing quality education, a transformed Madrasa
can gradually start charging a fair tuition fee which will
take care of the operational expenses. The scholarships
for students from economically weak segments and capital
expenditure (land & building etc.) of the Madrasa may
continue to be funded by the community resources. This
will also make Madrasa financially self-sustainable at the
operation level.

A team consisting of representatives of Madrasa
management and the socially committed influential
members of the local community can work on the fund
generation activities. The Madrasa transformation
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planning team consisting of domain experts may guide
the local team in the generation and effectively utilizing
the fund for enhancing the quality of infrastructure and
education delivery at the Madrasa.

DEVELOPMENT OF NEW CURRICULUM TO TRANS-
FORM MADRASA SYSTEM

As mentioned earlier, most of the Madrasas “follow
outdated curriculum”, which is more outdated than the
low-quality mainstream schools in the area. This was cited
in my 2019 essay based on extensive field work done in
Western U.P.

Therefore, to introduce modern subjects at a Madrasa
we will be needing to revise, update, or potentially redesign
the curriculum.

Here are the points we will consider while doing so:

1. Making Thinking Beings: The redesigned
curriculum will aim to inculcate critical thinking and
problem-solving abilities in the students to help them
develop into innovative thinkers who can apply the
knowledge to build something meaningful for the world. As
Prof. PB Sharma—the Vice Chancellor of Amity University
argues that “a major shift from “learning to know” to
“learning to do” and learning to work together is required”
to prepare our youth for the emerging challenges.

2.  Affiliation with National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS): Getting affiliation with CBSE—the
most popular educational board of India —needs some
minimum amount of infrastructural development , which
is not feasible for most of the Madrasas. NIOS—which has
an incredibly good curriculum for open schooling—offers a
way-out to integrate mainstream education with religious
education being imparted at the Madarsa.

3.  Getting Expert Help: The domain experts will
continuously update the curriculum and devise the training
modules for the teachers and Madrasa administrators.
These experts include educational researchers, curriculum
designers, and domain experts from natural and social
sciences, technology, communication, English literature
and grammar.

OTHER INTERVENTIONS TO TRANSFORM MADRA-
SA SYSTEM

A Madrasa can be transformed in 5 to 6 years by working
on following aspects of the infrastructure and operations
of a Madrasa.

1.  Providing basic amenities for students and staff -
Madrasa, generally lack basic amenities required to provide
a healthy learning environment for the students. The
transformation starts with providing, separate hygienic
toilets for boys and girls, clean drinking water, student
friendly furniture, proper lighting, and electric fans in the
classroom.

2. Equipping Madrasa with Required Learning
Aids - Providing modern learning aids like, reference
books, story books, educational toys, Audio-Visual system,
computer lab, science lab, mathematics lab, language lab,
and activity area in the Madrasa are essential to effectively
implement the new curriculum.

3.  Capacity Building of Madrasa Teachers -




Designing and implementation of teachers training
program for Subject Knowledge, Modern Teaching Skills,
Behaviour, Soft Skills and Classroom Management for
effective implementation of curriculum.

4. Creating Robust Processes and Review Mechanism
- Creating well defined processes for different parts of
operation, like Human Resources, Finance, Academics,
and Outreach. Periodic review of these parameters by the
domain experts to suggest corrective actions to Madrasa
team.

5.  Leveraging Technology for Operational Efficiency
- Modern online collaborative tools to be used for planning,
collaboration, monitoring, and communication between
different stakeholders of this project, like, students,
teachers, Madrasa management, implementation agencies,
local community, civic society, and regulatory agencies
to ensure the speedy execution and ensure that all the
stakeholders stay invested in the project.

6. Creating Mutual Connect Between Madrasa and
Local Community - Active participation of local people in
the Madrasa transformation project will create a sense of
ownership and responsibility among the community.

HOW TO EXECUTE MADRASA TRANSFORMATION
PROJECT
The degree of success of this transformational project
will depend on the effective execution of training and
development programs for the academic and administration
staff as well as the people managing Madrasa. This will itself
depend on the on delivery of the program by the trainer as
well as ability and willingness to learn and implement on
part of the trainees.

The key challenge for imparting training to the teachers.
These Madrasas usually have just one to two teachers for
each subject so organising training programs for these

for teachers at individual Madrasa becomes financially
unviable. However, if the training program for the teachers
of 15 to 20 Madrasas is organized at one bigger and centrally
located Madrasa, the training cost per Madrasa will come
down to a realistic level.

This way the centrally located bigger Madrasa with
better infrastructure will become a Hub and support the
smaller Madrasas attached to it as Spokes.

HUB & SPOKE MODEL FOR EXECUTING MADRASA
TRANSFORMATION
In one Hub & Spoke module there will be one Hub Madrasa
and 15 to 20 Spoke Madrasas where eventually 7 to 8
thousand students will be enrolled. The Hub Madrasa will
teach up to Grade 12 and have about 600 to 800 students
while each Spoke Madrasa will impart education up to
Grade 8 and have about 300 to 400 students.

The Hub will act as a resource aggregator for its Spoke
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Picture of a a Madrasa in very poor condition clicked during a visit to Western part of Uttar Pradesh, India

Madrasas but will not be involved in their management.
All the Hubs will be aligned with the central project office.
This office will act as the research, development, and
monitoring cell for the Madrasa transformation project.
A field coordinator at every Hub will be working for the
effective implementation and monitoring of the agreed
action points at Madrasas and the central project office.
These field coordinators will also be involved in the
community outreach activities in their area of operation.

SELECTION OF HUB AND SPOKE MADRASAS IN A
MODULE

Only those Madrasas will be included in this project which
are affiliated with the state or national education board and
fulfils all the norms prescribed by the regulators in respect
to building, open area, and other aspects as well.

The Spoke and Hub Madrasa should be presently
providing education up to grade 5 and grade 8 respectively,
as a day school for the children from the local community.
The Hubs should have adequate land and buildings which
can presently provide or can be expanded to provide
the classrooms and other infrastructure for imparting
education for students from Nursery to Grade 12 while
Spokes should have that for the students up to Grade 8.

The Hub should additionally have adequate space
for conducting training proper space to conduct training
workshops and other activities which involves the
participation of the teachers and others from the Spoke
Madrasas as well.

The Spokes in one Module should preferably be within
50 kilometers distance from the Hub and there should
be proper rail and/or road connectivity between these
Madrasas. This is important as commuting time between
Hub and Spokes by public transport should preferably be
under 2 hours.

SOCIAL IMPACT OF TRANSFORMED MADRASA

These Transformed Madrasas will make quality modern
education accessible to the students from marginalised
sections of the community. The improved infrastructure
of Madrasa, trained teachers, and better mutual connect
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between Madrasa and the local community will help
improve the enrollment and drop-out ratio of students.

These transformed Madrasas are also envisaged as
the resource centres for other under-privileged schools
and non-affiliated Madrasas in the locality. In the off-
school hours, the infrastructure of these Madrasa can be
used to provide livelihood training, study centre for open
school, remedial classes, literary classes, and as a go to
place for organising awareness camps on social, economic,
livelihood, health or other aspects which are beneficial for
the larger community.

The model of education delivery and other social
interventions by these Madrasas will motivate other non-
affiliated Madrasas and schools in the catchment area to
replicate the same. This will help to increase the access to
quality modern education for the marginalised section of
the population.

CONCLUSION

This project may initially be launched in Uttar Pradesh,
which is the most populous state and has the highest
Muslim population in India. As per census 2011 the
population of Muslims in Uttar Pradesh was 3.85 crore
, which is estimated to be grown to around 4.57 crore in
2020 .

There are more than 19,000 Madrasas in Uttar Pradesh
which are registered with the Uttar Pradesh Board of
Madarsa Education . Every year hundreds of thousands of
students belonging to the marginalized section of Muslims
of India pass out from these Madrasa. As these Madrasas
are structurally weak, the students are poorly educated and
are not able to compete with the better educated students
from other institutions. This is largely responsible for these
students stuck up in the bottom of the economic and social
pyramid just like their parents.

The community led Madrasa transformation project is
a standardized and scalable model which has the potential
to impact the lives of millions of the marginalised Muslims
of India by equipping them with the knowledge and skill
sets required to break the social and economic barriers and
become a part of national mainstream.




he year 2020, due to the deadly pandemic may be etched as a scar in
the memory or people at large, however, for Aligs, this has a special
significance, due to it being the Centenary year of the establishment of
our Alma Mater, Aligarh Muslim University. It was on 17th December
1920, when the dream of Sir Syed was realised, and the MAO collegiate
school established by him in 1875 bloomed into AMU.

Sir Syed belonged to that generation which saw the reversal of fortune of Indian
Muslims from the ruling class to the underclass. The community went through inter
turmoil and experienced unimaginable persecution at the hand of Britishers, in the
aftermath of India’s War of Freedom on 1857. This enormous loss flabbergasted the
commoners as well as the leadership of Indian Muslims. To resist the Britishers, the
socio-religious leadership of Indian Muslims motivated the community to boycott
everything associated with Britishers, of which the western system of education was
the biggest symbol.

—

TARIQ SIDDIQUI Sir Syed, like every great visionary and reformer, was able to look beyond what
Former President was visible to those who were yet to overcome the emotions and distress of the great
- AMU Old Boys loss. He understood that the only way for community to come out from this abyss

P socintion cknow. is adoption of modern education and development of a scientific temperament. He
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also understood that for creating
the infrastructure for imparting
modern education to the community,
it is essential to engage everyone,
including the Britishers.

Sir Syed overcame the emotions
and despair which had engulfed the
community after the loss of political
power and took a pragmatic stance.
He established Scientific Society at
Ghazipur on 9th January 1864, which
was shifted to Aligarh in April 1864,
and came to be known as Scientific
Society of Aligarh. Its objective was
to translate the scientific books from
European languages to Urdu and
it was the first Scientific society to
be established in India. Sir Syed’s
close friend, Jai Kishan Das was its
secretory from 1867 to 1874 and Co-
President for Life. In the meantime,
he had already established Gulshan
school in Muradabad (1859) and
Victoria School in Ghazipur (1863)
during his posting in those cities.
Later he moved to Aligarh and
started a new school, Muhammedan
Anglo Oriental Collegiate School
in 1875 which was upgraded to a
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college in 1877 and came to be known
as Muhammedan Anglo Oriental
College, the precursor of AMU.

The foresightedness and
pragmatism of Sir Syed can be
understood by the fact that MAO
Colligate School was established
on 24 May 1875 which was Queen
Victoria’s 56th birthday and MAO
school was upgraded to college level
in 1877 by Robert Bulwer-Lytton,
the Viceroy of India. Also, the first
principal of MAO College was Henry
George Impey Siddons who was
succeeded by five more principals of
British lineage. In total the college
had British principals for 42 out of
43 years before it got converted into
AMU. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad was its
only Indian principal during 1919 -
1920. Sir Syed did not stop here but
also brought teacher at MAO college
from England so the students may get
the best quality of education.

The path chosen by Sir Syed was
full of obstacles, most of which were
put up by the reactionary forces of
the community itself, who went on
to the extent of issuing Fatwas of

Kufr to excommunicate him from
the community. However, he was
undeterred and kept on working
towards his vision of attaining
transformation of  community
through education by engaging
all the stakeholders, including the
Britishers. He also did not wait to
do grand planning for achieving his
vision, but started hitting the ground
wherever he was, with whatever he
had, and along with whoever came
with him. It is worthwhile to notice
that he started the first school in
in Muradabad in 1859 which was
within two years of the demise of
Mughal empire. Also, MAO school
was raised to college by the Viceroy of
India within two decades of this loss
of fortune of Muslim community by
the very same empire, of whom the
Viceroy was chief representative.

In today’s time, we need to take a
pause and do an honest introspection,
as to whether we are following the
pragmatic path of Sir Syed, which
made it possible for AMU to come
into existence. Are we able to keep
the emotions under check while
trying to make sense of what is
happening around us, or are being
swept with the flow and became a
part of the crowd? Are we shunning
our adversaries by considering them
our mortal enemies, rather than
engaging with them and trying to
find some common ground, without
compromising on our religious and
cultural identity? Are we able to
give leadership to the community by
channelling their emotion and energy
towards rebuilding the bridges
which are on the shaky grounds, or
are we adding to the self-destructive
discourse against which Sir Syed
spent the prime of his life, often at the
cost of neglecting his own family?

The answers to these soul
piercing questions are obvious, albeit
disquieting, and maybe, difficult to
accept. However, we owe it to the
community, to follow the path shown
by Sir Syed, and engage with all the
stakeholders for equipping the future
generations with the knowledge,
skills, and ethos which will make
them successful and humane. For
this, like Sir Syed, we need to keep on
building the bridges.
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EALTHCARE

catch phrase “Smile you had a heart attack”, can be seen at the entrance

of the chamber of arguably India’s best interventional cardiologist and

a pioneer of transcatheter aortic valve replacement(TAVR) and he is

none other than Padma Bhushan Dr.Ashok Seth, Chairman Fortis

Escorts Heart Institute. The phrase means the person can survive
and survive for long of a Heart attack ( Myocardial infarction ‘MI’ ) if the patient
timely receive expert medical intervention. With the help of treatment the follow up
medication dietary control prescribed exercises etc shall make the person live longer
and a healthy life.

PRODROME & PRECAUTIONS

People should not ignore the warning symptoms just because they are young enough
to have heart disease. Since, atherosclerosis (The build-up of fats, cholesterol and
other substances in and on the artery walls) starts in youth which is a reminder that
prevention should start early in life before problems develop.

Because coronary artery disease (CAD) is the cardinal cause of early heart attacks,
it deserves greatest attention.

Surplus LDL cholesterol, enters the inner lining of arteries and gradually
building up from tiny crystals into larger deposits later visible as fatty streaks The
arteries so damaged by smoking, high BP, or diabetes are particularly vulnerable.The
atheromatous lesions within the blood vessels of the heart undergo changes ( intra
plaque hemorrhage, erosion, ulceration, rupture, fissuring ) leading to thrombus
formation blocking the vessel wall resulting in MI. 90% of the cases of heart attack
are attributable to the above mentioned reason. The eventual result is deprivation of
a portion of heart muscle of oxygen-rich blood. This kills muscle cells and produces
a heart attack in minutes. Study of a person who is free of high cholesterol, smoking,
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diabetes, high blood pressure and obesity has remarkably
low 5% risk of developing cardiovascular disease by age
95. In contrast, the risk for a man suffering with two or
more of the above risk factors is 69%.

RISK FACTORS

Age ie. getting older

Men are more susceptible to CAD risk for women
increases after menopause.

Family history

Smoking is a cardinal contributor to atherosclerosis
Hypertension

High cholesterol levels may increase the risk of
formation of plaque & atherosclerosis.

Type 2 diabetes and CAD share similar risk factors,
such as obesity and high BP

Physical inactivity or lack of exercise

High mental stress.

High triglycerides. This is a type of fat (lipid) in the
blood.

Use of alcohol

Autoimmune diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis

PREVENTION

Lifestyle and the habits will not only help treating CAD
but shall also prevent it from developing in the first place.
For good health of heart one should:

Quit smoking

Control conditions such as high BP, high cholesterol
and diabetes

Ensuring physical activity

Take low fat, low salt diet eat fruits, vegetables and
whole grains

Maintain a healthy weight

Reduce and manage stress

SYMPTOMS & COMPLICATIONS

Chest pain (angina) may feel pressure or tightness in
chest, as if someone were standing on the chest. This
pain, referred to as angina, usually occurs on the
middle or left side of the ches in an generally triggered
by physical or emotional stress.

Usually pain subsides within minutes after the stressful
activity is stopped.

breathlessness or extreme fatigue after exertion.
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CAD can lead to:

Heart attack; when a cholesterol plaque ruptures and
a blood clot is formed, complete blockage of the heart
artery may trigger an attack. The lack of blood flow may
damage heart muscle. The amount of damage depends
in part on how quickly one receives treatment.

Heart failure; when some part of the heart is chronically
deprived of oxygen and nutrients due to reduced blood
flow, or if damaged by an attack, heart may become too
weak to pump enough blood to meet body’s needs. This
condition is known as heart failure.

WHEN TO SEE A DOCTOR
If suspecting to have a heart attack, immediately call
112/102 or local emergency number :

Rush instantly without wasting a minute to a
nearest hospital preferably a heart centre. It is better to
simultaneously take oral drugs nitroglycerin beta blockers
thrombolytic/anti platelet agents and pain reliever.

If don’t have access to emergency medical services,
have someone drive to the nearest hospital, self driving
should only be a last resort.Tell the doctor the risk factors
BP, high cholesterol, tobacco use, diabetes, family history
ete.

DIAGNOSIS
The doctor will ask questions about patient’s medical
history, do a physical exam, routine blood tests one or
more diagnostic tests as well, including:
Electrocardiogram (ECG): records electrical signals
travel through the heart which often reveals evidence
of a previous attack
Holter: This is also ECG a portable monitor is tied to
patient’s waist for 24 hours reveals the evidence during
patient’s normal activities.
Echocardiogram: uses sound waves to produce images
of heart to know whether all parts of heart contribute
normally to heart’s pumping activity.
Stress ECG/TMT: If symptoms occur most often during
walk/exercise doctor may go for this test which is an
ECG walking on treadmills
Thallium stress: is a nuclear imaging test that shows
how well blood flows into the heart. Radio-isotope
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administered in one of the veins, flows through
bloodstream and ends up in the heart. Once the
radiation is in the heart a special camera called a gamma
can detect the radiation and reveal any issues related to
heart muscles. Thallium stress is usually prescribed,
suspecting heart isn’t getting enough blood flow when
it’s under stress, in cases of previous heart attack or to
check how well medicines are working to determine
success of a procedure or surgery.

Cardiac catheterization angiogram (Angiography): to
view blood flow through heart, a special dye is injected
into coronary arteries. This is known as an angiogram(x-
ray photos) through a long, thin, flexible tube (catheter)
that is threaded through an artery, usually in the leg, to
the arteries in the heart. Dye so injected, figures out the
narrow spots and blockages on the X-ray images.

TREATMENT
In the first place treatment of coronary artery disease
usually involves lifestyle changes.

Cardiologist decides whether patient requires
conservative treament ie. standard medical treatment
or less invasive procedures eg: PTCA, TAVR ( minimally
invasive procedure for valve replacement ) or bypass
surgery.

A. PERCUTANEOUS TRANSLUMINAL CORONARY
ANGIOPLASTY(PTCA)

long thin tube(catheter) is inserted into the narrowed part
of artery. Subsequently a wire with a flattened balloon is
passed through the catheter to narrowed area. The balloon
is then inflated, compressing the deposits against the
artery walls, stent may also be left in the artery to help
keep the artery open. Most of the stents gradully release
medication to help keep the arteries open.

B. CORONARY ARTERY BYPASS GRAFT (CABG)

SURGERY
a. Surgeon creates a graft to bypass blocked coronary
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arteries using a vessel from another part of body, allowing
the blood to flow around the blocked coronary artery. Since
this requires bypass surgery, it is mostly reserved for cases
of multiple blocked or narrowed coronary arteries.

b. In so far as the minimally invasive surgeries, these
are performed through small incisions in the right side of
the chest, surgeons operate between the ribs, less pain and
faster recovery in many cases

C. ENHANCED EXTERNAL COUNTER PULSATION
(EECP):

the therapy is less known available in certain cities.
EECP claims to have been a better non invasive alternate
procedure for following patients:

Those who have underwent coronary artery bypass
(CABG) or stents placed in the coronary arteries with
ongoing angina or patients suffering from angina and have
not undergone any such procedures in the past.

FOLLOW UP TREATMENT

Post procedure/ post hospitalization, follow up treatment
and care is equally important i.e. dietary control, regular
exercise, losing excess weight, stress management and
taking regular medicines as per prescription which
may include statins, niacin, fibrates and bile acid, beta
receptors/ beta blockers, diuretics, aspirin etc.

Stop smoking which is a major risk nicotine constricts
blood vessels carbon monoxide reduces oxygen in blood.

Approach only qualified and competent cardiologists.
If any kind of intervention such as angioplasty or surgery
is suggested, it is always better to consult more than one
cardiologists/ surgeons. Enquire if conservative or less
invasivis a better choice.

Nowadays cost of hospitalization expenses particularly
in meeting out the expenses of cardiac and other major
illnesses are going exuberantly high. One must have a
health/ Mediclaim insurance policy with adequate sum
insured covering all family members and dependants

parents and/or parents in laws.
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